'DEFENSE SPACE INTERESTS S gy

“'TheiSépt'émber 1959»dii.-ective of \ _ecret’a,xgyMcElzréy dldnot clearly
“delineate the assignment, of responsibilities’ for future space research
and de‘yelppmen=p brograms and projects and did not define the limita.-

tlon within which pfreliminary‘researchcby the Services would be

(A further related memorandum isas follows :) ;

B R , _ SECRETARY OF Derensg,

. : o . Washington, D.c., Jumev‘zb‘,‘ﬂ)ﬁo;wi;

~MEMORANDUM, FOR : THE«SECRE.TARY OF THE ARMY o R g
Co ‘ . THE SECRETARY OF Trg Navy . :

- THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE ey
. OHAIRMAN, JOINT,CHIEFSOFSTAFF,_( LS R
Sussror: Ooordination of Satellite ang Space Venicle Operations -

Reference is made to the Secretary of Defenge’s memorandum of September -

18, 1959, subject as above, o S S e e
The decisions set down in the referenced memorandum gre reafiirmed, Ad-

ditionally, it is desired to emphasize that the establishment of a joint military

organization for control over operational space Systems does not appear neces~

Sary or desirableat this time, . CL et e L e
‘With specific reference to the first full paragraph on page 3 of the]Sep%telmber =

detailed plans for a particular System not only the user relationsmps,with Jond-
“fied and specified commands ‘and. other appropriate agencies, but also, “where

' applieable, provision for the exercige of -appropriate operational authority by =

- the unified and specified commanders responsible for the functional area

THoMAS §, Gates, Jr,

uary of this year, it had become CIearly'appa,rent-,that- there was need
for immediate re-examination of the McElroy memorandum in light
- of recent developments. We felt we had several choices. We could
reaffirm the McElroy directive or we could modify it, or we could make
& completely new approach to the conduct of space responsibilities ,
in the Air Force—in the Department of Defense, e
There were a number of factors which led us to move on this, prob-

lem.as soon.aswe coyld.

In December of 1960, there had been an uncoordinated announce.
ment by bheDepa@tmaﬁf of the Navy of its intention to initiate a

, Y recommended that there be established “, single re-
ility within the military establishment for managing the mili-
portion of the space program,” , e g e
- Promptly upon assuming office, Secretary McNamara,wmade,'the re-
examination _o.:f_wspace research and development management a matter

- of the highest priority and assigned the problem for study and report
to the new Office of Organization and Management, Planning Studies.




