S principle, the development of those weapon sy

|| with the development of military space systems. I think t]

 General Leyxrrzer. Are you reféi‘*ringi;tqiizh organization for the

pace vTeRBSTS 197

LEMNITZER. AT6 yOu 1 re RIS
conduct of space activities Wrthm_thef Go ( rhment at thepresent

time? e B e T L
- Myr. Mmer. Within the military department, the Defense Depart-
coment. o R SRR
 General LemNiTzer. As you know, Mr. Miller, when I was Chief
of Staff of the Army we did not recommend precisely the type of
- organization which we have in. existence today. But higher authori-
~ ties, including the President, held the overall 1 ]

esponsibility for de-

~ termining the optimum over-all organization in orde o move ahead

_ in space. When the President made the decision to

ransfor the Von

" Braun team from the Army to NASA, Secretary Brucker andI

" indicated that we would wholeheartedly accede to_ and carry out

that decision. We did. ‘We made this transfer with a minimum,
in fact, with no loss of time whatsoever. IretleRet A

From my information, the Von Braun team is"fd’éing the same

superb job under NASA that it was doing under the Department of . o

the ATrny. . (Siy bl o o e T : ; »
Mr. Mmzer. I think itis. I didn’ have that in mind, particularly.

~ Supposeé the conception that you have—There is 2 new weapon that i

~ is brought to light. As an Army man, would you behap
- that turned over to the Air Foree to develop for you, or do you think
“the Army should have the development of that weapon, as you have
~ the weapons that you have successfully developed in the past?
" General Lemnrizer. First, T would like to say that
cifically assigned as a member of the Department of th
T am Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. As such, dee;
" interested in the best interests of all of our Services. ‘With respe

" to the weapon systems a Service uses in combat, I think as a gener:

- signed to the Service which will employ the weap

"1 firmly believe in that as a general principle. - Iseen

* directive which goes contrary to that principle. - This

py in seeing :

way in which it is expressed suggests that the Seeretary, Tupon

the advice and guidance provided by his staff, including the Joint

~ Chiefs of Staff, will make his decisions assigning responsibilities for -
. space activities in the future based on primary interest amnd com-

~ petency of a particular Service to carry out space activiti

~© Mr. Muzzr. In other words, the first gate you have to open if

weapon is in the realm of space, is the gate of the excepti

present regulation? s
© TIfnot, it goes to the Air Force to develop?

1959, which clearly assigned responsibility for military space develop- .

General Lem~trzer. I would say that the directive of September e

ment, has not been substantially changed by this directive.  The new ;.

directive, however, tends toward Jeaving the decision of future assign-

ments, up to the Secretary on a case-by-case basis. I believe that a

‘administered. Thave
every confidence in the people that T am working with today and be-
 Jieve that future decisions will be made correctly.
" Mpr. Mmzer. T want to join with you in expressing my: confidence
in Secretary McNamara and Mr. Gilpatrie and the rest of them.

oreat deal will depend upon how the directive



