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2. The State which has issued or endorsed a certificate pursuant to paragraph 5 of
Article 15 shall notify the termination or cessation, otherwise than by the expiration
of its term, of the insurance or other security to the interested contracting States as
soon as possible.

3. Where a certificate of insurance or other security is required under paragraph 5
of Article 15 and, the operator is changed during the period of the validity of the security,
the security shall apply to the liability under this Convention of the new operator, unless
he is already covered by other insurance or security or is an unlawful user, but not
beyond fifteen days from the time when the insurer or guarantor notifies the appropriate
authority of the State where the certificate was issued that the security has become
ineffective or until the effective withdrawal of the certificate of the insurer if such a certificate
has been required under paragraph 5 of Article 15, whichever is the shorter period.

4. The continuation in force of the security under the provisions of paragraph 1 of
this Article shall apply only for the benefit of the person suffering damage.

5. Without prejudice to any right of direct action which he may have under the law
governing the contract of insurance or guarantee, the person suffering damage may
bring a direct action against the insurer or guarantor only in the following cases: .

(a) where the security is continued in force under the provisions of paragraph 1 (@)
and (b) of this Article;
(b) the bankruptcy of the operator.

6. Excepting the defences specified in paragraph 1 of this Article, the insurer or other
person providing security may not, with respect to direct actions brought by the person
suffering damage based upon application of this Convention, avail himself of any grounds
of nullity or any right of retroactive cancellation.

7. The provisions of this Article shall not prejudice the question whether the insurer
or guarantor has a right of recourse against any other person.

Article 17

1. If security is furnished in accordance with paragraph 4 of Article 15, it shall be
specifically and preferentially assigned to payment of claims under the provisions of
this Convention.

2. The security shall be deemed sufficient if, in the case of an operator of one air-
craft, it is for an amount equal to the limit applicable according to the provisions of
Article 11, and in the case of an operator of several aircraft, if it is for an amount not
less than the aggregate of the limits of liability applicable to the two aircraft subject to
the highest limits.

3. As soon as notice of a claim has been given to the operator, the amount of the
security shall be increased up to a total sum equivalent to the aggregate of:

(a) the amount of the security then required by paragraph 2 of this Article, and
(b) the amount of the claim not exceeding the applicable limit of liability.

This increased security shall be maintained until every claim has been disposed of.

Article 18
Any sums due to an operator from an insurer shall be exempt from seizure and
execution by creditors of the operator until claims of third parties under this Convention
have been satisfied.

CHAPTER 1V.—RULES OF PROCEDURE AND LIMITATION OF ACTIONS
Article 19
If a claimant has not brought an action to enforce his claim or if notification of such
claim has not been given to the operator within a period of six months from the date
of the incident which gave rise to the damage, the claimant shall only be entitled to
compensation out of the amount for which the operator remains liable after all claims
made within that period have been met in full.

Article 20
1. Actions under the provisions of this Convention may be brought only before
the courts of the Contracting State where the damage occurred. Nevertheless, by
agreement between any one or more claimants and any one or more defendants, such
claimants may take action before the courts of any other Contracting State, but no



