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550. Except when taking off or landing, or except as
specifically authorized by the Minister, aircraft in IFR
flight shall not be flown except at altitudes of at least one
thousand feet above the highest obstacle located within
a horizontal radius of five miles from the estimated posi-
tion of the aircraft in flight, but the Minister may direct
that flights over any area specified by him shall not be
conducted except at such higher minima altitude as may
be specified by him.

551. (1) Prior to taking off from any point within and
prior to entering any controlled airspace during IFR fiight,
a flight plan for the flight containing such information as
may be specified by the Minister shall be submitted by
the pilot-in-command of the aircraft to the appropriate
air traffic control unit.

(2) Except as otherwise authorized by the Minister,
no IFR flight shall be made in controlled airspace unless
the flight plan as submitted includes an alternate airport
having a landing area suitable for use by the aircraft in
question.

(3) A particular alternate airport shall be included in
the flight plan only when current forecasts show a trend
indicating that the ceiling and visibility at that alternate
airport will, at the expected time of arrival, be at or above
such minima as may be specified by the Minister.

552, (1) Prior to taking off from any point within and
prior to entering any controlled airspace during IFR
flight, an air traffic control clearance based on the flight
plan shall be obtained from the appropriate air traffic
control unit, and the aircraft shall be flown in accordance
_with such clearance, and, unless otherwise authorized
by the appropriate air traffic control unit, shall follow
the instrument approach procedures approved for the
airport to be used.

(2) No deviations shall be made from the requirements
of any air traffic control clearance except in an emergency
that necessitates immediate action, in which case, as soon
as possible after any action has been taken in connection



