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citizen of the United States engaged in any phase of aeronautics;

(5) For any air carrier or person controlling an air carrier, any
other common carrier, or any person engaged in any other phase of
aeronautics, to acquire control of any air carrier in any manner
whatsoever;

(6) For any air carrier or person controlling an air carrier to
acquire control, in any manner whatsoever, of any person engaged
in any phase of aeronautics otherwise than as an air carrier; or

(7) For any person to continue to maintain any relationship
established in violation of any of the foregoing subdivisions of
this subsection.

Power of Board

(b) Any person seeking approval of a consolidation, merger, pur-
chase, lease, operating contract, or acquisition of control, specified in
subsection (a) of this section, shall present an application to the
Board, and thereupon the Board shall notify the persons involved in
the consolidation, merger, purchase, lease, operating contract, or ac-
quisition of control, and other persons known to have a substantial
interest in the proceeding, of the time and place of a public hearing.
Unless, after such hearing, the Board finds that the consolidation,
merger, purchase, lease, operating contract, or acquisition of control
will not be consistent with the public interest or that the conditions
of this section will not be fulfilled, it shall by order approve such con-
solidation, merger, purchase, lease, operating contract, or acquisition
of control, upon such terms and conditions as it shall find to be just
and reasonable and with such modifications as it may prescribe: Pro-
wvided, That the Board shall not approve any consolidation, merger,
purchase, lease, operating contract, or acquisition of control which
would result in creating a monopoly or monopolies-and thereby re-
strain competition or jeopardize another air carrier not a party to the
consolidation, merger, purchase, lease, operating contract, or acquisi-
tion of control: Provided further, That if the applicant is a carrier
other than an air carrier, or a person controlled by a carrier other
than an air carrier or affiliated therewith within the meaning of sec-
tion 5(8) of the Interstate Commerce Act, as amended,* such appli-
cant shall for the purposes of this section be considered an air carrier
and the Board shall not enter such an order of approval unless it finds
that the transaction proposed will promote the public interest by
enabling such carrier other than an air carrier to use aircraft to
public advantage in its operation and will not restrain competition.

Interests in Ground Facilities

(c¢) The provisions of this section and section 409 shall not apply
with respect to the acquisition or holding by any air carrier, or any
officer or director thereof, of (1) any interest in any ticket office, land-
ing area, hangar, or other ground facility reasonably incidental to
the performance by such air carrier of any of its services, or (2) any
stock or other interest or any office or directorship in any person
whose principal business is the maintenance or operation of any such
ticket office, landing area; hangar, or other ground facility.

¢ See footnote 3, ante.



