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(2) to appoint and fix the compensation of such officers and
employees as may be necessary to carry out such functions. Such
officers and employees shall be appointed in accordance with the
civil-service laws and their compensation fixed in accordance
with the Classification Act of 1949, except that (A) to the extent
the Administrator deems such action necessary to the discharge
of his responsibilities, he may appoint and fix the compensation
(up to a limit of $19,000 a year, or up to a limit of $21,000 a year
for a maximum of ten positions) of not more than two hundred
and sixty of the scientific, engineering, and administrative per-
sonnel of the Administration without regard to such laws, and
(B) to the extent the Administrator deems such action necessary
to recruit specially qualified scientific and engineering talent, he
may establish the entrance grade for scientific and engineering
personnel without previous service in the Federal Government at
a level up to two grades higher than the grade provided for such
gersonnel under the General Schedule established by the Classi-

cation Act of 1949, and fix their compensation accordingly;

(8) to acquire (by purchase, lease, condemnation, or other-
wise), construct, improve, repair, operate, and maintain labora-
tories, research and testing sites and facilities, aeronautical and
space vehicles, quarters and related accommodations for em-
ployees and dependents of employees of the Administration, and
such other real and personal property (including patents), or any
interest therein, as the Administration deems necessary within
and outside the continental United States; to lease to others such
real and personal property; to sell and otherwise dispose of real
and personal property (including patents and rights thereunder)
in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Property and
Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended (40 U.S.C. 471
et seq.) ; and to provide by contract or otherwise for cafeterias
and other necessary facilities for the welfare of employees of the
Administration at its installations and purchase and maintain
equipment therefor; :

(4) to accept unconditional gifts or donations of services, money,
or property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible;

5) without regard to section 3648 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended (31 U.S.C. 529), to enter into and perform such contracts,
leases, cooperative agreements, or other transactions as may be neces-
sary in the conduct of its work and on such terms as it may deem
appropriate, with any agency or instrumentality of the United States,
or with any State, Territory, or possession, or with any political
subdivision thereof, or with any person, firm, association, corporation,
or educational institution. To the maximum extent practicable and
consistent with the accomplishment of the purpose of this Act, such
contracts, leases, agreements, and other transactions shall be allocated
by the Administrator in a manner which will enable small-business
concerns to participate equitably and proportionately in the conduct
of the work of the Administration;

(6) to use, with their consent, the services, equipment, personnel,
and facilities of Federal and other agencies with or without reim-
bursements, and on a similar basis to cooperate with other public
and private agencies and instrumentalities in the use of services,
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