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Dr. SIMPSON All rlght sir. Yes, sir, T agree that we should make
all information on the Russian space effort which we have that is
unclassified available, and T think you will find, sir, that we are doing
this. Now then, we come to the question of assessment 1ch 15\
where this began, and that is a different matter, = i
 Mr. Mraper. T am not trying to make that pomt

- Dr. SIMPSON Yes,sir. ,

INFORMATION CLASSIFIOATION UNCHALLENGZDD

Mr “MEADER. But I may have mlsunderstood you, and I hope I

“did. But my understanding is that if there is information about a
Russian space activity which the Russmns themselves have ‘made
public, but our Defense Department or NORAD undertakes to classi-

1y that mforma,tlo'n, you will respect that classification, and even

- thought it is already made public, you would not observe 2454 in
‘making this information available to the American public, notwith-
standing the fact it was already available to them, if they could speak

~ Russian or ’ma,ybe some other forelgn newspaper mlght have carmed- G

“the story. ,

. Dr. Smmreson. SII', 1 must agre@, as mambers of the commlttee staff
have know all along, that this is not on the surface 8 reasonable'

- vposture I agree with that.

But I do not know what other conmderamons thare are tha:t mustj

be taken into account by the people who make these determinations.

I am not willing to think that they don’t see this as you see it on the

surface, and I must simply ask you to find out from them, f 1t can

be found out, what these considerations are. .

- I am not going to sit here and say that I don’t see what you are

‘ talkmg about, that this does not look on the surface like an unreason-

able: 51tua,t1on I have seen this all along, ever since I took this job.
However, we are responsive to the fact that there may very well be

 other considerations which the Government as a whole takes into ac-

this.

- Mr. Moss. Dr. Slmpson, I think we must go back to 1958 at the ,
time of the creation of the special committee of the House and. of the
Senate, to determine the type of agency which the Congress desired

“to create for the purpose of permitting the United States to fully

- engage in space exploration and the development of new teohnology '

. We recognized at that time that there was a considerable interest in

. having this function performed w1th1n the mlhtary departments of our

~ Government. e , e ~

Dr. Stmreson. Yes, sir.

count in these matters, a,nd I 51mply must dlrect you to those Who do

, ‘Mr. Moss. But the Congress determmed that this would be a cwlha,n‘ i
- agency, not a military agency.

I said I played a. role in havmg thls prov1smn aranteeunfr mfor-' i
mation placed in the statute. The report of the Select: Committee of
the 85th Congress details all of the efforts of the subcomm1tte&~——w0rk~ :

ing with Congressman McCormack and then Senator Lyndon Johnson, -

* who was chairman of the committee on the Senate side—to brmg aboutk
~ the inclusion of clear la,nguage n the statute. ~ 2y




