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| ifyou Would stlck a class1ﬁoat10n on it so I couldn’t sa,y anythmg about .

o 1t until Defense had cleared it; is that right? L
- Dr. Stueson. No, sir, we Would not prohlblt you from s&ymv 1t S
' fbut we would not put it out. -

Let me say this, sir. One reason that th1s ‘has some meaning to[x b

~ usis that NASA does not track Russian launches; we don’t have any

 information of our own. Anythmg we hear :from Russm, is not nece&v
s sarlly to be believed, sir. ‘ R e

Mr. Moss Mr Re1d9

; NO COMMENT ON SOVIET SPAGI] FAILURES

Mr. REID Dr. Slm;)son, could you comment to thls subcommmtee wmjﬁ i

. Soviet space failures?
- Dr. Simrson. No,sir. ' - :
. Mr. Rem. You are not in a pos1t10n to comment thls mormng‘?
 Dr.Stmreson. No,sir. , ,
Mr. Rem. On Soviet space fallur989 G
. Dr.Simpson. No,sir. ' o ok
- Mr. Rem. Let me ask you thls Are we to understand that before
-a, regularly constituted committee of the Congress, in hght of the

 statute that the chairman has read, that Mr. Hardy and Mr. Meader
- have referred to, you are unable here this morning, on behalf of NASA,

‘in public.session, to make any comment, obviously of an unclasmﬁed :

- character, of any sort, to this comm1ttee and to the American people i

o Soviet space failures?

-+ ‘Am T to understand, and are the Amemcan people to unde;rst:md o
' ‘that you are unable in any respect to comment on Soviet space faﬂures? i

Dr. Stmeson. Well, no, sir. There have been failures. That is

clearly known. Tam notin a posmon, as you know, by the regulatlons

that have been discussed here, to—
~ Mpr. Rew. If I may interject very clearly on that: What do you think

- the American people should know about Soviet space failures? Do

_you think they should be informed as to Soviet space failures?

Dr. Simeson. Sir, I don’t have, in pursuit of my duties, any reason

“that I know of, in regard to the NASA space program, not to mfonn o
~them. Iamin the business of informing people. ’

~ However, as you well know, these are matters that are determmed"i ¢
~ outsideof NASA. Tean't gobeyond that. -

Mr. Rem. T am trymg to indicate a broad QuQStlon here, but I hopek'f

s “clear. Do you think the American people are entltled to in-
~ formation on Soviet space failures?

‘Dr. Stupson. Sir, in my job the presﬁmptlon, the premise 1s thaﬂtv

~ the American people are entitled to all information.

When their duly elected representatives in the Concrress, and the

,pe()ple in the executive branch who are executing statutes. passed by oo

- the Congress, classify cerba,m 1nformat10n, then, as you know, that 1 v

. another matter. S
'~ Mr.Moss. Dr. S‘lmwpson, I think Congressman Reid asked if you felt i

L :fm a specific area the American people were entitled to the information.

T NOW, if you are under some restraint here because it is your con-
vietion tha,t thls touches upon cla,ss1fied matemal then I thmk you




