A ‘me to do 1t I will. T don’t think so.
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‘qhould straaghtforwardly tell the conumttee that Otherwme, I ¢ o
- you should respond to the questlon of Mr. Reid. T i
~ Dr. Srueson. All mght su' ThlS gets over mt@ an are of classaﬁ- o
catlon ]

SO’VIL‘T I‘AILURFS TERMED CLASSII"IDD e

. Mr Rem. Am 1 to u.ndex stand from your response to the chalr-_ ‘
man that, there is no area here this morning, on behalf of NASA, that
~ you can report to the American people on, with regard to Sov1et space,: S
':(’alluresg , , S
‘Dr. Stmpson. There i is no area that wecanmport ont? SR
Mr. Rewm. Here this morning on Sov1et space faﬂures [
- Dr. Simeson. No, sir. e
- Mzr. Rem. So, to put the questlon the other Wa‘
in your judgment at this time is classified? = '
- Dr. Stueson. Yes, sir, unless released by the appr "pmlate agency “
‘Mr. Rem. Now, that is a technical Judgment as to the authomty, and
~whether it is national security, and soon. =
But, I think the American people might infer from y@ur oomment o
 here this ) morning that there is noth ngr ‘that they can be told about
Soviet space failures at this time. Is that a correct 1mphcatlo or
isn’t it? Either it is classified or it isn’t. v ;

Dr. Stmpson. It is classified; yes, sir. : Ly

- Mr. Reip. Then there is nothing on ‘Soviet spaee - fallur@' “he

mommg you can report to the Amerloan people that is not
Dr. Simeson. Any Soviet failure that is unclassified has appeared in

~ the satellite situation report. I don’t know exactly how many. Iknow
- the two that you referred to last August and Septgmber are 111 the

satellite situation report. They would be classified.” = o

Mr. Rem. Can we ask you another question here? Do you know of

any Russian launches—more particularly, Russian fallureswtha,t have o

not been reported to the American people? - =~ s

Dr, SIMPSON I w1ll be ha,ppy to answer tha,t questlon m executwe L

session, sir. g

Mr; Rixo. Thisisn’t o class1ﬁed_ query, in my JUdngent You mex‘ely‘f S

have to say there are Russian failures that have not been reported and_ Ll
- you think, for reasons of olass1ﬁcabmn, they shouldn’t bew ‘ L
Dr. Stapson.. No, sir.. =~
- Mr. Rerp. What I am trymg to oret is & yes or no. P
Dr. Stmeson. Please, sir, you are \&Skmg me to report in open session
~on information which I received through classified sources. I willdo
whatever the chairman directs me to do. If he thmks it 1s proper for o

Mr. Mgaber. I don’t’ understand that a,ﬁsvvemng that qu stio
‘or no would in itself bea release of olasmﬁed 1nformat10n
~ Mr; Haroy. It could be..

~ Mr. Moss. The chairman is very, very sympa,,thetm to the conv1c—" :
: tlons of the gentleman from New York and shares hlS concern over
the inability to get an answer. .
© But, having worked with classified 1nf0rmat10n for a pemod of
soms 8 years, I recognize that, on occasion, it may not be $roper for
therefore, #ik

a witness to respond to a questlon, in -an open hea,rmg,




