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M. Axcitsarp, Was a report recently just the other day that Col.

John A. Powers resigned as the spokesman for the Mercury project

because of a dispute with Mr. ‘Seheer over the release of information ¢

 The report was that Mr. Scheer wanted to release the flight plan
for Major Cooper’s MA~9 mission. Do you know anything about

that situation? | s e
Dr. Smveson. 1 don’t know that this is why Mr. Powers threatened

toresign. Hehasnot threatened to resign to me.

~My. ArcriBaLD. Was there a controversy over the release of the

- MA-9flight plan? -

Dr. Stmeson. There was no controversy. There was a discussion of

the matter, and the flight plan was released.

Mr. Arcrisarp. It was released ¢
 Dr. Stmreson. Yes, sir. A e :
 Mr. ArcriBarp. Now, one other area. When you flashed the satel-
lite situation report on the board, it listed Faith 7. If Faith 7 had not
gone into orbit, would it have been listed in that report.
S Dr. Stareson. It would have been listed as a launch——

Mr. BrockErr. If it had not gone mnto orbit, it would not have been -

listed in the report. _ o e |
Mr. Arcumarp. How does the American public then find out about

failures from your reports about satellite shots ?

‘Dr. Simeson. Well, we report the failures in other ways. We re-

port, it through press releases and announcements. It is all out in the

open. « T

‘ PMr; Arcmmeanp. But U.S. failures would not be included necessarily
in the satellite situation report? , L )

" Dr. Srmeson. I would not think—no, T would not think so.

~ Mr. Arcusarp. Is there any other listing of satellite situati
formation which would include information about failures not in the
satellite situation report ? ’ o e

Dr. Smmesoxn, I don’t k‘n{dw of'any‘cbmpilatipﬁ" excéiaf in the open

records of NASA. I mean obviously we kee records of NASA, a

compilation there, and I have no reason to think these are not avail;?

- able or that any review of failures request would not be given. i
But I do not myself know of any compilation that lists failures as
Mr. Arcmiearp. What about the other document that was displayed

up there? Isn’t that a more regular document that is put out more

often than the satellite situationreport? .~
" Dr. Srupson. Yes, it is published more often. . It is not entirely
regular in its frequency, but I think over a year it would be published

_ Mr. Arcumarp. So that failures which were not included in. the

 gatollite situation report would not necessarily be in the other report
either? : e BT

I'don’t believe—no. - e
~ Mr. Arcumarp. But any information NASA hasgon failu 8 would
be publicly available through your routinesources? <
Dr. StmpsoN. Yes, sir. : .
Mr. Arcrisarp. I have nothing else.

" Dr.Smeeson. No;Ldon'tthinkso. Thisisina way anew area here.
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