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% SUMMARY

This report evaluates the effectiveness of the polygraph method of lie detection.
In this technique, the physiological responses of a person being,interrogated are.
observed to provide a basis for inferring whether or not an attempt has been
made to deceive the interrogator. The major finding is that, although the method

- of lie detection has been used extensively and is regarded favorably by its prac-

~titioners, the degree of its ‘validity is ‘still not known. - This ‘situation is the-
result of a failure to collect objective data necessary to assess the effectiveness
of this method of interrogation.  The Teport describes the methodological prob-
lems which must be faced in order to collect meaningful data, Tecommends -
research which should be undertaken to increase ouxﬁ*undersgtanﬂinggof this.
-technology and makes suggestions for improving professional standards in this

CoNcLUSIONS

1. Objective data to demonstrate the degree of effectiveness of the polygraph

- as an instrument for the detection of deception has‘mot been compiled by the
agencies that use it in the Department of Defense. This is true despite the fact
that about 200,000 such e raminations have been performed over the last 10 years.

.~ Up to the present time it has proved impossible to uncover statistically accept-




