2 S ' FEDERAL PUBLIC RECORDS LAW

‘But it is not easy to guarantee access to all Government information; -
~ the protection of some types of information is as important as the
dissemination of others, JES the Government 8rows, as more and more

overnment services are provided, more and more information from
the private sectors of our lives is gathered by the Government, In

considering what information held by the Government shall be avail-

. Many States of our Nation have solved this ;’pi*obleni}.“ Many State

. lgg;islaturés;have enacted public records laws, but, the Federal Govern-
- ent lags far behind. Many civic and professional organizations have

3 recognized this 'shortcommg,*and we will hear their testimony during

ernment employees have eed for clear guidelines to.
point the way to solutions ormation problems. We
will hear their testimony. ; B
- The legislation before this subcomm ‘been proposed to fill a
légal void—a void into which executive agencies have moved because
of the ambiguities of the onl aws which Congress.
 bhaspassed. " Iknow th: the legislation would want, |
- to throw open Government files. vhich would expose national defense /
Plans to hostile eyes. I do i other hand, that Govern-
ment employees have any he iron hand of censorshj
on routine Government in two extremes are obvious
Our task will be to work out an in solution which will guar-
antee the right of every citizen to facts of his Government
While protecting that informati ecessary to the function-

- (HR. 5012 introduced by Hon. John E. Moss, of Oa;lifo‘rnia.,ﬁ e
et B [H.R.}5012,~. 891‘,1’15.00ng:,; 1st sess ], - S S ;
A BILL To amend section 161 of the Revised Statutes with respect to the authority of
,Fede'z('ial .officers .and agencies to ffwith,holdrinfo’rma,tion' and limit the availability of -
" records SR S A TR SRS ‘ .

- Be it enacted by the | enate and House of Represemtatives of ‘the ‘Um"tﬂéd, States.

of America in Congress assembled, That section 161 of the Revised Statutes of

the United States (5 U.8.0. 22) ig amended to read as follows: ; :
. “Sec. 161. (a) The head of each Department is authorized to prescribe regu-
lations, not inconsistent with law, for the government of hig Department, the-
conduct of its officers and clerks, the distribution and performance of its business,
and the custody, use, and preservation of the records, bapers, and property
. appertaining to it, . RSO L e S
- *(b). Bvery agency shall, in accordance with Dublished rules stating the time,
~ Dlace, and. procedure to be followed, make all its records bromptly available to
- ‘any person. Upon complaint, the district court of the United States in the-
district in which the‘wmplainant.resid:es; or hag his principal place of business,
or in which the agency records that the complainant Seeks are situated, shall
have Jurisdiction to enjoin the agency from the withholding of. agency records




