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Mr. SCHLEL Yes. ‘ S e
Mr. Rumsrerp. The reasons why it was dropped?

Mr. Scurer I do not know about the reasons why it Wavs drdppeda o

but if we got a lot of half-baked complaints which turned out after
‘investigation not to be true——— oo

_ Mr. Rumsrerp. Let me narrow it\:down,-a‘littlé;‘ bit more. Say the
investigation was conducted by one individual who was prepared to

| _%roceed with the suit, and at that point there was a change in Justice

epartment personnel and the suit was dropped. s ;
Mr. Scarer. Well, I think it probably, undoubtedly, should be pos-

~ sible to investigate the performance of duty by the J ustice Depart-

 ment man. And I think there would be found to be a way to investi-
‘gate that without harming the people who are involved in the
Investigation. But it is obviously a sensitive kind of a thing, and you

would not want to knock over all kinds of private citizens and harm
their interests if you could possibly help it in the process of looking

~over the performance of the Justice Department employee, which
ought to be subject to review by the legislative branch and by
- superiors in the executive branch, and so on. e :

Mr. Rumsrerp. Thank you. e R TR
. Mr. Grrrrin. Mr. Chairman, could I ask a further question?

‘Mr. Moss. Mr. Griffin. S DU oty e
- Mr. GrrrFin. Mr. Schlei, on page 8 of your statement you say:

.. President Johnson has made it clear that, like President Kennedy before him,

he believes the doctrine of executive privilege should be used as sparingly as
possible, in situations where its use is clearly and urgently necessary. He has

- sought to prevent abuse of the doctrine by directing that it not be asserted

except in situations where he has personally reviewed the matter and authorized

. its use.

1t may be that President Johnson has said that, although I am not -
aware of any public statement or of any statement to the Congress to
that effect. ' L SOR SN R B

It is true President Kennedy before him ‘made it clear in com-
munications and in other ways that that was his policy. - e
~ Can you direct me to times and places and language where Presi-

~ dent Johnson has asserted that policy in line with the previous policy
“of President Kennedy ? ‘ S

~Mr. Scurer. Congressman, 1 will do that later today, if I may. I
checked yesterday as to whether I could say this, and ;,could. “And
T am clear that President Johnson has taken this position. But I do
not offhand recall in what form or the date that he did, and T will
supply that information to the committee. TR LI e O
- Mr. Moss. Thank you.. - T

A Gy, Tt may be that T am not, fully informed and he has

~taken a position I am not aware of. I shall appreciate you supply-
_ ing the subcommittee with a memora dum- provifdmg;tha;t_;nfbrmaé'

“Mr. Scarer I will be pleased to do that, sir.
Mr. GrrrFin. Thank you. G T T S e e T
Mr. RumsreLp. Mr. Chairman, could I ask-a question? 7S
Mr.Moss. Certainly. . L
‘Mr. Rumsrerp. You made the statement that it was the position

of the Justice Department that some provisions which Congress has




