~ of thought,
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" § {hink that there could bé some improverients made in that section.

I am confident that there could be. But the basic approach taken by G
that statute of leaving a discretionary standard as the ultimate stand- -

ard is one which I think cannot be altogether disperised with. I think

.

that is an essential feature—that retaining that 1s an essential feature

of any improved statute. .~ .. 3
Mr. Moss. Who exercises the discretion?

Mr. ScHLEL Well, Mr. Chairman—- Gr R L e

Mr. Moss. We are talking about the whole Government, and in the

‘absence of more definitive ouidelines than exist at the moment, who
‘exercises the discretion? R R e e
M. Scurer. Well, T am afraid that all too often it is a fellowata =

erable amou

very low level, Mr. Chairman. I have given a consid

afSOnall}ylriseé;ﬁ“].Ot of merit in giving the citizen who is denied informa-

e right to a decision at a high level i{n'the«'exeouti«ve:bi'anc,h%;,,  .
“perhaps restrict the authority to finally deny information to the heads
of departments and agencies or give a right of ,prompt;-appeal' upon

" the denial of information to the head of a department or agency.

~ branch, but it has seemed to me to offer possibilities for improvement, i
~ and we will be checking that out with departments and agencies in
the Government to see whether we think it is feasible and can sponsor -

1 have no authority to advance that as a proposal of the executive

. Mr. Moss. You know, just in the 12 years that I have b‘eenhe'ref in

AT T T T A T ——— 0

" Washington, Government has grown quite a bit.

“Mr. Sonter. Yes indeed, sir. -

gress or on the floor of the H

‘Executive and the Congress a very serious responsibility to insure =
that the public is going to be kept informed, not ~exposed to

propaganda. o T g T PR
- Now, you in your statement, recited the facts of the great communi-

~ cations systems of this Nation, broadcasting and the press. But you

know the press is not as large as it used to be, and broadcasting tends

‘in the major areas to be concentrated in fewer and fewer hands.

~ Mr. Scarer. That is true, sir.

- Mr. Moss. And the opportunity for pfobéiigdhdiiingf&thet than in- "
forming is, therefore, enhanced. - o i e

"And we know that Governmen -and these problems are oom»

“pletely nonpartisan; they are political but they are not partisan—
 we know that Government as it acts and achieves is going to boast of

 its achievements. We are not going to bezconCerneaﬂaﬁbout the Gov-

 about, where reluctance might exist, are where my curiosity becomes
 stimulated. el e LR o e i
“And it is in these areas where fewer and fewer people really today
have the responsibility of keeping the American people informed.
~ And by that I mean that, in relation to the size of Government, there
 are far fewer people today covering the activities of Government
~ than there were 20 or 30 years AO0: A e s e

  ‘ many who go down to the Press Club and pick up the handouts,

 ernment failing to have its light shine. ‘But the things it doesnot talk - =

.

.

Now, it is an almost impossible asmgnménf, ‘and there are far too

as T mentioned earlier, to an improved statute, and I per-

Mr. Moss. And in the Conﬁress thls year, the comm,itt‘e‘esi"‘(‘)Ef“f(j@'n{i_f‘
, House or the Senate, we have acted'to
urther expand Government. . And I think this places upon both the




