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Mr Smrra. Well 1do not thmk the request;s to look at these
are all that numerous. I do not happen to know how many there

are. We have a small section of the people in the Interna] Revenueg

Service who handle these requests.

Mr. Rumsrerp. 1 do not want to pursue thls, 1t is a llt,tle eff the

* track, and I think the information that the chairman was seeking

 has arrlved But I would personally be curious to know how many
‘people are involved in processing such requests and What the average L

 number has been in the last year or two.
Mr. Smrta. Well, I will be happy to supply that I ]ust; do not -

= ; ha,ppen to know it.

Mr. Rumsrerp. 1 do not thmk it 1s necessary for the reeord but

- if you would like it for the record—— SR i

Mr. Moss. Supply it for the subeommlttee

Mr. Smrra. I would be ladto ‘

Mr. Rumsrerp. Fine. wank you. '

~ Mr. Moss. If you would continue with your statement ou ma .
~ Mr. Swrra. I was about to refer to the problem of t e discl osure»,

e of records which pertain to private corporations and individuals.
5’ p rp

Government records necessarily include much .information on the
business and % ersonal lives of millions of individuals. The problem
of disclosure

= persons seeking to prevent Government disclosure of information con-

cerning them. At the present time, another committee of the Con-
gress 1s now intensively studying the question of posmb]e invasions

s “of privacy by the Government. It should be recognized that a great

‘deal of undetected discovery of personal information by third parties
having no legitimate claim for access to it would be possible if “any

as often been before the courts on the plea of private 4

- person” could obtain Government records concerning other persons
unless those records came within exemption (4) or (6) Therefore, del

the scope of these exemptions becomes crucial. :

Exemptlon (4) is a most necessary one, this is the trade secrets{ ‘
one, but it is not clear whether it is broad enough to include both
information submitted to the Government under a pledge of con-
fidentiality and information which is tendered to the Government in

 confidence, There are esta,bhshed rules.of eVldenee as to what 1nfor- A

~ mation need not be submitted in court because it is “privileged.” TItis X
- not clear whether the reference to information which is “pr1V1leged”4 o

in exemption (4) is restricted to such rules of evidence. The Treasury =

i Department would like to be certain that the mass of personal infor- |

" mation it holds in the files of the Internal Revenue Service, the Bureau ik
of Customs, and the Bureau of the Public Debt, for example, would be' g

| ‘exempted under this section. I will cite you an example :
Supposing somebody, just as a matter of curiosity, wants to knowz
~ the extent of a neighbor’s purchases of Government bonds, and we

» “have records of all the Government bonds held in the names of any"” |

given person. This type of information is not submitted to us in -
confidence under any pledge of confidentiality. It is not, informa-.
tion that is obtained from persons, so it is not, covered by thlS*—*let’

see, which one is it—it is not obtained from the public, so it is not

 under (4), at least it does not seem to be, and yet we do not feel that o

~ this is the kind of information that ought to be ]ust glven ouf to (my-,,, o
L body that wants it for any purpose i S L e T



