FEDERAL PUBLIC RECORDS LAW 95

'Mr. Kass. But the court access provision, is that notfsati’s_facwtory :

© tothe news photographers?

Mr. Costa. I do not see Thow that concerns itself with p}cturesat :
~all, and we are fully aware of the problem here with the Canon 35

business and the Federal Judicial Council policy.

ke

TIncidentally, T must say that there 1s a certain deg’ree‘df_ihéonsistk—‘ e

~ ency even though I quoted Mr. Justice Warren. He says, on the one

hand, give the people the information and they will make the right
decision. But as Chairman of the Federal J udicial Council he then
endorses Canon 35, and all the restrictions there are on photography

. thus restricting public information, so it is not quite consistent.

Mr. Kass. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. S e
Mr. Moss. Again I want to thank you, Mr. Costa, for the pleasure
of having you appear this afternoon. SN e S
Mr. Costa. Thank you. D B A
Mr. Moss. Mr. Larry Speiser. Do you have a statement ¢

. STATEMENT OF LAWRENCE SPEISER, DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON.

~ OFFICE, AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

Mr. Seriser. T do not have a prepared statement, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Moss. Mr. Kass. e e e S o

~ Mr. Semser. I have a few preliminary remarks, if I may.
Mr. Moss. All right, if you would. = i Ay
Mr. Spristr. I am Lawrence Speiser, the director of the Washington -

office of the American Civil Liberties Union, a member of the Bars of

the U.S. Supreme Court, the State of California, and the District of -

- Columbia. =

T am here today to offer the s,uppdrt6f:theﬁhiefi:@a@fcflvil‘Libeﬂ;ies: g
Union to H.R. 5012, a bill which would establish a Federal public rec- -

~ ords law by amending section 3 of théAdmingiStrativg;P:rocedure Act :

- ment. :

~ The aim of this legislationis to provide freedom of information,and

it is designed to regulate the information policies of the various ad-

ministrative agencies, departments and bureaus of the Federal Govern-

. 'We support the:genefal alm and purpose ofthls pill. Our organiza- |

~ tion is of the opinion that access to the records of Government agencies
Dby the public and the press is vital to the continued functioning of the -
- democratic process. A free society can only exist so long as the public.

* . business can be conducted openly via continuing debate and considera-

" tion of national policies.

~of the Admini‘Stra;tive‘Proceydure‘Ac;ta'siti.'p?resentlylexisff,sg, notably the -

~ In the past, we have h‘ad‘somé difficulties ar‘ifsing‘frbm the section 3 ‘

- sgection relating, which permits the withholding of any matter relating,

“golely to the internal management of an agency.

" The most continuing problem we have had in thiS~,ax:é‘a:"re§1atés" to the

o7 e . X

rules that euide investigators, principally security investigators, of the
various departments of the Department of Defense. .
- In November 1962 a memorandum was sent to the Under Secretaries =

. of the three services signed by Walter T. Skallerup, Jr., the Deputy
 Agsistant Secretary of Defense for security policy. Init he—the sub-

ject. of his memorandum was civil and private rights—and ia it he set

forth a very commendable policy to insure that during the course of



