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, It is not illogical to assume that many in the Government ‘having the duty
to release public information might naturally be 1nchned to be more guarded in
these releases rather than perhaps running the risk of being charged by su- =
periors with releasing too much, and I think a more exphc1t law would remedy‘»ff s
this situation. . H.R. 5021 Would direct hands of departments to prescribe reg- = =
~ ulations for the conduct of their departments and make all records available to =
any person in accordance with published rules. Persons denied access to au-
" thorized records could file suit ina U.S. district court which would have the
_authority to order that such records Dbe produced.. The elght specific categories
~of sensitive Government information Whlch would be protected from dlsclosure 4
‘under H.R. 5021 are as follows: S
(1) National defense and forelgn pol1cy secrets speciﬁcally protectedc o
- by Executive order; s
© (2) Documents related solely to mternal personnel rules and pract1ces of,f‘ g
an agency ; Col o :
7 (8) Information spccrﬁcally protected by other laws; . g .
. (4) Privileged trade secrets, commercral or ﬁnancial information obtamed ‘
~ from the public; T -
- (B) ‘Agency memorandums deahng solely W1th matters of law or pohcy 3
(6) Personnel and medical files ;-
(7) Investigatory files comprled for law enforcement and : ~
(8) Examination, operating, or condition  reports used by agenc1es re-
spons1ble for the regulation of financial institutions. ‘
~Since coming to Congress, I have become mcreasmgly aware of the lack of ‘

“information disseminated to the American people on many phases of Government
'operatmns I think the people have a definite rlght to know what their Govern-

ment is doing in nonsengitive areas-and that the news media should likewise haye = -

_ full access to such records. I:do not believe that any agency of Government
-~ would argue in good faith against the intent of this proposed revision, for the -

- bill: contains suficient safeguards for protecting vital defense information and
~other sensitive data. It would make it possible for all agencies to follow a
uniform system to insure adequate dissemination of authorized information,

thereby removing some of the confusion resulting from differing polimes Gov- -
ernment by secrecy, whether: 1ntent1ona1 or accidental, benefits no one and, in =
fact, injures the people it is designed to serve. Thi.s legislation under con-

Sy s1derat10n today will establish a much needed uniform pol1cy of dlsclosu"re Wlth-

. out impinging upon the nghts of any citizens. - = e

‘Thomas  Jefferson. once 'said, “A popular government w1thout popular in- .
- formation or the means of acquiring it, is but a prolog to a farce or a tragedy, or -
. perhaps both.” The responS1b111ty belongs:to the Congress, and I therefore hope
that your committee will give favorable consideration to this 1eg1s1at1on Thank‘
you agam for 1nv1ting me to present my views here toda y. , : :




