FEDERAL PUBLIC RECORDS LAW N

It s ,ouif'vieéw‘that any Dbublic information requiren entmubt preserve to the

agency discretion and the right to determine the extent to which it is feasible, or =~

in the public interest, to make its records available for random public inspection
by persons who have no direct concern, _Exercise of such discretion with respect

-to the disclosure of information is inherent in the administrator’s role, To re-

~Iove the administrator’s discretion and Judgment in the information field would

- be inconsistent with hig responsibilities and the public interest,

For the fabove-stated reasons, the Department opposes the eﬁac‘tméﬁﬁ‘oﬁc this~

legislation., : ‘ R LTl e . S5
~ The Bureau of the Budget has advised that from the standpoint of the admin-
istration’s program there is no objection to the Submission of this report to the
~committee, ST e SR e L
- Sincerely yours, e W S : G e
T Shes g Joun A. GroNoUSKI, Postmaster General,
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: R : f;Wasvhrmgton,?D.‘G.', March:12, 19¢
Hon. WirLiam L. Dawson, Ch Ve s
‘Chairman, Committee on Governmentfj:()pemtions,ﬂ ouse of Representati

- DEAR ME. CHAIRMAN : Your letters to the Depart

19,24 26, and March 2, 1965, requested comments

- through 5021, 5237, 5406, 5520, and 55

~_the Revised Statutes. (5

cers and agencies to wi rm
- These several bills are identical. . e T o
The effect of the bills is to delete the final sentence of the current 5 U.S.0.

‘and -add subsections (b) and (¢) which, insofar as this Departmgnt' is cyfon‘{ S

cerned, are substantially similar in contents: to section 3(e¢) of the re
1663 of the 88th Congress, 2d Session, a bill to revise the Administrati ‘ :
: duréAetofl%G,'asamenj » (9 U.B.C. 1001 et seq. ). O e TR
Subsection (b) requires “age 0- make its records available to the
bli aceco she lles stating the time, place, and proce- - -
onceive how the Department could satisfy
irement, given its multifarious ¢ erations and its hundreds of estab- -
broad. - , ~ R S : YN

othe (b) deserving of the committee’s atten-
t the Department isin g better

,foreign,pmicy'requires that a pars

be.  Nevertheless, the bill

e burden of proof in court
n-on risk :

1 disagree with the
the ‘interest of

ationship, if
the information on hig pecuniary -
any and all information in which he
hus encourage fishing' expeditions of
‘e burdens of time, money, and per-
: oy ; 8 farflung and decentralized through-
-out the globe as the Department of State’s,*merelygin order to satisy a com-

~ plainant’s idle whim, The phrase “improperly wit eld” appears to be the only

. restraint upon such a complaint and its generality is totally undefined. Indeed,




