INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
Reery From Aromrc Ewnmrey Commissron

. U.8. AtoMmIc ENERGY CoMMISSION,
~ { Washington, D.C., May 6, 1965.
Hon. Joun E. Moss, S s Co ,
Chairman, Subcommittee on Foreign Operations and Government Operations,
Committee on Government Operations, House of. Representatives. o e
DEAR MR. Moss: Thank you for your letter of March 25, 1965, requesting the
comments of the Atomic Energy Commisgion on H.R, 5012, g bill to amend sec-

tion 161 of the Revised Statutes with respect to the authority of Federal officers

and agencies to withhold information and limit the availability of records. -
The Commission is in Sympathy with the underlying policy of the bill in favor

of full availability of information to the general public, but believes that its adop- v
- tion in its present form might create problems in the Gommission.’s performance

of its statutory duties. : , o
The bill would in effect amend section 3(¢) of the Administrative Procediire.
Act, 5 U.S.C. 1001. We believe that it is more appropriate that any modification
of section 8(¢) be accomplished by an ‘amendment of the,AdministratiVeBroce-
dure Act, , alt i) : R -
The bill would deprive agencies of the authority under section 3(¢) to hold
i,nformation,eonﬁdential,, “for good cause found,” pursuant to declared and justi-
fiable agency Dbolicy. The areas of exemption as enumerated in the bill are in our
view too narrow and specific to permit the Commission, with its diverse functions,

to perform its various statutory duties effectively, Some of the categories of in-

T

formati;m- subject to Withhvogding and which might be required to be made matters:

enumerated in the bill. AT = o
. We note that the bill would permit suit in any district court even by citizeng or”
residents of foreign countries. We note also that the bill would afford no protec-

tion for information which has been given to an agency with t‘he,unders:tanding
that it would be treated confidentially, AR i : s

Appendix A, which is attached, explains our comments in greater detail. For
~ your convenience, I am: also enclosing a copy of part 9 of our regulations,

' The Bureaw of the Budget has no objection to the submission of these comments
from the standpoint of the administration’s program, . , =
“Cordially, : U SRR G

; , Dr. Grexy T, SEABORG,
o L Chairman.
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