244  PEDERAL PUBLIC RECORDS LAW

" Inits present form, that section provides in its first sente
“of each department is authorized to prescribe regulations, not
. law, for (among other things) the custody, ‘use, and preser
~ papers, and property appertaining to it. It further provides sec
tence (added by Public Law 85-619, approved Aug. 12, 1958) that the section
~does mnot authorize withholding information from the public or limiting. the
availapility of records to the public. - B I e
.. H.R.5012 would retain the substance of -the first sentence and would s
two new subsections. The. first of .these, subsection (b), would prov e that = -
‘every agency—defined as each autbority, whether or not within or ‘to
review by another agency, of the Government of the United St an
Congress or the courts—shall, in accordance with published .
time, place, and procedure, .make all its records promptly g ,
person. The U .S. district court in the district where complajnant resides or
or where the records are situated, would
holding of records and informa he
att

 “has his principal place of business,
- have jurisdiction to enjoin the withhol co;
bill provides that in such cases “the court shall determine the m
-and the burden shall be upon the agency to sustain its acti
The other new. subsection, subsection  (¢), would provide  thaf
v not authorize withholding information from the public or
. availability of records to the public exc t in eight specified categories, ‘of which
_the last covers matters “contained in or related to examination, operating, or . .|
_condition reports prepared by, on beh: ', or for the use of any agency respon-
sible for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions, CER L
~ _As the agency responsible for "Fegiena’l"fegulatory; and superv
. tions with respect to all Federal 1gs and loan associations anc
‘and loan associations and similar institutions whose accounts are
the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation, th
‘Bank Board is of t view that all matters relating . 0]
of financial institutions should be exempt from ; ‘where the agency
having authority with respect to the examination, regulation, or’ supervision
of such tions determine at disclosure would not n the public

interest.. SRR L . Col G el ,
- The pre bill, by limiting the exemption to such matte re “contained
in or related: to exam tion, operating, or condition reports” as set forth in
the bill, falls short of ‘what the Board believes is needed in this inection -
for the protection of the public. T T ey
Further, the Board is concerned that the bill appears to dis:
of executive privilege. “Whi e Board recognizes th
he Board also T that’
of the Republic

disagreement over that doctr
 doctrine from the very foun
‘it plays in: protecting full
operatiOnsﬁandjdecisionma zin; ¢ :
or f,intra-agency;memorandums letters dealing sole ;
< policy” is far from an adeq P ion of Cop! his doctrine. -

*While a precige’ estimate is 1 osgible, it is" ‘Board’s opinion that
" enactment of ‘this bill would ad stantially to the expenses of the Board.
- and the Fede: - Savings and L Insurance Corporation in fylfilling their
_statutory obligations... = . S B R e A :

" For the foregoing ‘reasons the Board is not in favor of the
HR.5012.: RE R :
. Informal advice has been received from the Bureau of the Bu
the standpoint of the administration’s program;: there 5 ‘obj
submission of this report. ‘ oy
: Sincerely yours,

vE, Chairman.

~ Rervy Frox Feperar, Marrrive CoMMISSION e

 FrpERAL MARITIME COMMISSION, - L L
~ Washington, D.C., March 12,1965.. .

. Hon. Wﬁ;miu L.DAWSON, L ,
Chairman, Committee on Government Operations,

' ‘Iifozq,sejof‘ Repre_‘senmtwes.a o S e

 DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The following comments are in response to your request
of February 19, 1965, for the views of the Federal Maritime Commission on.




