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the in charge of the Legal Branch of the library ‘of ‘the ‘Department,
and to the hearing clerk. o : Lt , L
SHEATL ;intgerpfétaidns'and;ikstatements‘ of general policy formulated for the guid-
ance of 't"h'e'p‘ublicfaréf'pﬁblishéd. A current index of legal ‘opinions and legal
memorandums of the Office of the General Counsel of the Department is main--
tained in the Legal Branch of th;e.Department’s library. The index indicates
“which opinions and memorandums are confidential. 'The ‘confidential ones are
‘available only to employees of the Department with ‘the approval of the Genéral
Counsel. The nonconfidential opinions and memorandums are generally avail-
able only to employees of the Department. Nonconfidential opinions are intérnal
memorandums generally dealing with specific factual situations and, therefore,
are not available fer»geneml.distribution. They are, however, made available
.on, proper ;showi-ng;;‘orf,;j,;iterest _and where it is determined it ‘will not be sus-
ceptible of misinterpretation as to the general policy of the Department. They .
are not for quotation or reproduction in any case without. permission. e
"A current:list of statutes which place limitations upon the availability of
records:and files to the general public is get out in exhibit 1 to 1 AR 537 of the
sgeneral: ‘departmental regulations concerning restrictions on the release of -and
requests for. information (1.AR 505-585). Copies of these regulations and the
exhibit are forwarded herewith. : : » : s IR sy
. In addition:to the statutes noted in the foregoing exhibit, the following addi-
-tional -‘statutes placelimitations upon the availability of records ‘and files to
~ the general public: : co o L
b 192/ 0U.8.C. 1141j(d) which prohibits the inclugion in any governmental
“report, bulletin, or other such publication hereafter issued or published of -
Cany prediétiOn with respect to cotton prices. ‘ Vi N L
‘ * Section 8(b) re-

" public Law 88-525, 78 Stat. 703 (Food Stamp Act).
‘striets the use of information received from retailers or wholesalers relating .

" {o business of such firms “to purposes directly connected with administration
_"and enforcement of ‘the provisions of (the) act or the ‘regualtions»ifs‘;émedpur‘-;
| suant to- (the) act.” Yeetion 10(e) requires State plans of Qperation'_to
~ contain provisions which among other things, provide safeguards which
-~ restrict the use or disclosure of information obtained from applicant house-
'hdl;dstd ‘persons directly connected ‘with the /a;dministration ‘of the act or
‘ r’egﬂlati}qns,’i'ssued pursuant to theact. . . ‘ o ,
- Title 50 App. U.S.C. 2155 (e) (Defense Production Act of 1950). ‘Section
" 705 (e) provides that jnformation obtained ‘under section 705, concerning
b -rgépfdkeeping and furnishing of information and testimony in the enforce-
_ ment or administration of the act, when deemed confidential by the President -
““or.person furnishing said information, shall not be isclosed or: published
" unless the President determines that withholding the information is con-
trary to national defense. = - .. . B e \
18 U.S.C. 1905. “This statute provides that any officer: or employee of the
United States who publishes or discloses, in a manner not authorized by law,
. any information coming to him in the course of his official duties or employ-
v ment, which information concerns or relates (among other items) to trade
- gecrets; processes, operations, style of work, or apparatus, or to the identity, -
“and confidential statistical ‘data, shall be. fined or imprisoned and removed
~...from office. -~ O e e el T T
~In addition, various agencies of the Department issue regulations ot instruc-
»tiions;»implementiﬂg or supplementing’ the regulations and statutes noted above
- relating tothe availability of records and files tothe general. public. Examples
“of such regulations and instructions are forwarded herewith and are separately
listed in the ¢ ttached schedule furnished in connection with our responsibility
. pursuant to your request for various documents on page 8 of your Jletter. * .
~ The answers to these two questions are addressed to “official records” as in-
dicated in ;the:answer»to,,quesft:ionNo;_11. : L R e .
8. Question.-In what circumstaneces -are private parties dealing with your
ageney. required in any manner to resort to organization or procedure not pub-
~lished in the Federal Register (see sec. 3(a) of the Administrative Procedure
ACt)R a0 e v T ey e T e '
Answer. Private parties dealing with this Department are required to. resort

. . to organization or procedure not published in the Federal Register only jnsofar

~ as there has not been time to quify;theffpublifshed organizational deseription or
statement of functions and procedures to conform with changes made in the or-
45-218—65—pt. 2——7 ' : ’




