- other constituent units in this ageney.) .

-+ -procedure { 30 CFR 401,34, 401.38), which are consonant with

" to the public b
“official record.’
Sincerely, :

. Lieutenant Generel, U.8 Adr Forece;: -

- _Repry From Feperan Coar MINE Sarery Boarp or REVIEW
'  FrpERAL COAL MINE SAFETY BoARD OF REVIEW,
S T L . Washington, D.C., February 23,.1965.
. Hon. JouN E. Moss, =~ EATES e Bt o TR T T
. Chadrnan, Foreign Operations ‘awd Government ,Inform,atimi_!»S’ubc-ommmee; S
Committee on Government Operations, House of Representatives. G

- DeAr Mg. Moss: ‘Reference your letter dated February 12, 13965v';""‘réla‘ting{ torh

the public information policies and practices of this agency, the Lfb“l‘;kIQW‘iﬁ’g an- e

" gwers to your questions are submitted :: L s Ny
1. The proceedings of the Board are ;s;p_eciﬁcally exempted from the application  ~

of the Administrative Procedure Act ‘under section 213 of the Federal Coal ’
“Mine Safety Act (66 Stat. 709). However, as a matter of comity, the Board -

uniformly adheres to the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, in- gl

~¢luding section 3 thereof, to ‘the extent that the Administrative Procedure -Act A
 is not inconsistent with the express statutory requirements of the Federal Coal
- Mine Safety Act. . (There are 1o subordinate divisions, bureaus, branches, or
2. The Board publishes in the Federal Register its statement or ogranization .
- and rules of procedure, and amendments thereto, as required by section 3 (a) )y,

(a)(2),and (a)(8) of the Administrative Proeedure‘ Act. (The Board does not,

' jssue statements of general policy or interpretations, or ‘rules addressed to and

served upon ‘named persons.) Moreover, the Board furnishes copies of ‘these =~ .
- statements and rules, ‘without charge, to all interested persons and to any other =
member of the public who ‘so requests. Also, all interested persons are promptly
advised by information circular, or other notification, ‘when amendments to the -
statement of organization or rules of procedure are issued. These materials are: -
published at such intervals as the need therefor demands. T e L
3. Pursuant to sections 205(f) and 207(1) of ,the.»Fevderayl'jC‘oal’l"M & Safety
‘Act (66 Stat, 698, 702), and ‘gections 401.34 and 401.38 of the Board’s rules of o
; 4 : B 1 gection 8(b) of
the Administrative Procedure Act, ‘all final and interim opinions and orders of
the Board are served upon the parties and their representatives, and are entered
upon the official record, which is open to the public at the Board’s offices. More-
" over, copies of all substantive decis ons of the Board -are distributed, without
~charge, to all interested persons ‘and: to any other men bet of the public who
requestsa copy. oo S TRl e
4. In'no case does the Board refrain from publishin-g:i‘n'terim‘and final ‘opinions
Cororders. e et A R o
- 5. No unpublished opinions or orders of the Board are cited or used as prece- . - -
dents in other proceedings. - s RN e G e g
6. Any person who ~edesi‘resi‘may~exiztmine the transcripts and. complete official
" records in all cases at the Board’s offices. In addition, as already indicated,
' the Board’s decision in each case is supplied to any person who requests a co
thereof. ot i CETA e Sl T e i S ity
. 7.'The general public has access to all records and files of the Board, except-
internal documents, such as  intra-agency memorandums relating to the de- .
termination of particular. Board cases; executive: comiunications which have .
) designated ‘as “privileg d”?y documevnts*relating”to;personnel security, re-.

ceived from and Sta-mpe’d “confidential’ by Government inve'stigative ;.agene“iﬁes e

~and Other,ipe‘moimelftécoifdmon file with thisageney. . © 0o
8. Under no circumstances are private parties d ling with the Board required .

" in yny manner to resort to organization or procedure not published in the Federal

“Register.: & o
9. There are no 'types of
ing rules where there ig i

efrained from publish-
. 8w : VOlve v nited States requiring
- secrecy in the:pu‘blicinteresrt. R e s




