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‘these books]are‘ a.part of the Board’s permanent é,olle-ct‘ion{A({)if;,hret‘e;neggg bgoks; S
they are not available on a loantbyasis»‘. Hence, anyone desiring to u‘s‘esthem{must S

do so-during office hours.
 Mr, Graham. H. Hounes, stanf 8 of
: A%%irs, is liaison officer for this office. - He may be reached at code 183, extension
5706. .. o Rl ae i e
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Chairman, Foreign Operations and Government Information Subcommiittee, House
" of Representatives. = . R ; L e
Desr CONGRESSMAN MoSS . Thig is in reply to your letter of February 12, 1968,

OlmeS,AsSISt&ﬂt _fgbmmi‘SSionér of f'ghé Bureau ofIndian S

Washington, D.0., March 1:8;1965?55;‘;5 .

‘inquiring about the public information policy of the Interagency Committee |

on Oceanography and its compliance with section 3 of the Administrative Pro-

~ cedure Act of 1946 (5 U.8.C. 1002)..0 L : L

~ _The answers to your questions are as follows.: . SRR o
1. The function of the Interagency Committee on Oceanography (ICO) is to

coordinate the participation of the 'various Federal agencies in the national
océanographic program. In doing so, the ICO prepares the national program

and plans the program pbudget. Although the ICO does not deal directly with -

the general public in any business capacity, it does, in compliance with 5 U.8.C.
11002, provide information about its activities, and those of all of its panels or
subdivisions, to individuals or organizations requestingit. . FE U

2(a). The organization of the TOO is. deseribed in, the following publications:
- A, The National Q‘c“eanongaphie program, fiscal -year 1966, 1CO Pamphlet No.

AT, P Ve A copy of tms;pamphlet is forwarded herewith as;enclosureg(l set

A-similary description will be published in subsequent annual program document

B. National Oceanographic Program, 1965, Hearings Before the ‘Subcommit- £

" tee on Oceanography of the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries of-
-.the 88th Congress, ‘serial No. 88-28, GPO, . 28 ff, —. A copy is attached
- -ggenclosure (2). - - R R T e
i Cy The Interagency Committee on Oceanography Roster. This unofficial
publication contains an organizational grouping of the names of ICO members,

observers, and panel representatives. A copy. is attached as enclosure (3):

2(b). The means by which the ICO carries out its functions is delineated

in the foreword to the National Oceanographic Program, fiscal year 1966, 100, i

Pamphlet No. 17 (see enclosure (1)). . . e e
2 (e), (@); (€). The Interagency Committee on QOceanography. is subordinate

to the Federal Council for Science and Technology. The Council was estab- .

lished by Bxecutive Order 10807 of March 18, 1959. A copy of this corder is.

attached as enclosure (4).. Accordingly, ‘statements of rules and policies are
the prerogative of the parent organization. .~ .~ e T
'8, 4, 5. Not applicables - The Interagency -Oommit;tee;6n:;,0ce;anogmplfygwou,1d 3
not conventionally become involved in legal matters or, for that matter, in any -
situation requiring opinions, orders, citations; or ‘{nterpretations, ete. . -
" 6. Records and files are made available to the general public upon informal
. request. R , ‘
7. The ICO is not normally concerned with classified material.  Accordingly,
records of its activities are available to the general public. - Exceptions might
include, for instance: S Gl e e e
(a) Recordsof executive gogsions. - o e oy
1 i seed ustrial organizations.
.~ (e) Intrabureau for official use only material. =~ R
8. Private parties normally -deal directly with the ICO either by ;lcorrespondﬁ
ence, telephone, or:personal visit. - Matters>discussed involve only information

-~ (b) P,ri-frileged‘materiarrieceiwdfrom indu

‘about the progress of. the national oceanographic program. The ICO com- :

ny gits"néithér agencies or persons in the Federal Government to. deglings of ‘any
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