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816 SPECIAL INQUIRY 'ON' INVASION' OF PRIVACY
A further protectlon to potenmal respondents, eSpemally SChoolchllﬂren, is.

~ the requirement that researchers must obtain cooperation'from:schools in which
- they wish to collect data. Schools are free to cooperate with or to refuse to

partlclpate in a-study or to requlre revision of questlonnmres before: all@ng thew‘ R

use. And many schools exercise this prerogative:: ‘ Sl
B. In the period from July 1, 1959, te ' June 30, 1964, 25 of the 626 projects
supported by the cooperative research program 1nvolved assessme personality

characteristics. The negotiated cost of studies in which personality factors were ¥

main considerations was $1,548,473. = Of this amount an est’mated $399<456 Was_
. used for the collection and analy51s of _personality data:
include Project Talent. :
C. Project. Talent is a long—term'longltudmal study Wlth a natlov
representative of Amerlca s h1gh sch ol chﬂdren in. h
in the year 1960.. ' ' T
A comprehenswe aptltude and abﬂimeq test battery W‘as developed ahd standard- :
ized using this sample. Followup studies are des1
reliable knowledge of what the post-high-d
 been. The data for this projeet- are typicsl of the ka ) pé el -
~data used in the average American high school. . Specimens: of th’ k te'ts ‘and the
- questionnaires are appended. The Project Talent researchers have adhered to
an ‘inflexible policy of maintaining absolute conﬁdenmahty and anonymity of data.
‘Of the almost $1.4 million that has been ‘invested in-the ‘original éollection of

~data for Project Talent, it is estimated that 2 ‘percent of approximately $28,000 '

of the total was used’ forthe” collection and analysis of personality data.

‘The Office of 1s Iso supported a 1-year followup of persons included
‘alent - sample. No personahty tests or mventomes Were;
“included in the followup investigation. :

- D. During the period July 1, 1959, to June 30, 1964 21 g

, nd dissemi' ,

~ ination projects concerned with new-. educa‘fw@*nal ‘meédiaswere 1mﬁlabed under
- title VII of the National Defense Education Act. Of these projects fourinvolved
assessment .of personality characteristics.  The cost of 'these.: four projects was
- $238;657. - Of this: amount;: apprommately $7 159 or- 3 perﬁent
‘colléction . and; analysis. of personality: data
Sincerely yours, i

" R)ALPH C. M. FLYNT, o
. Associate Commissioner, -
, onal Reseamh and Develqpment
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