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psycho;ogast Wﬂameannot An ?equa;l or les;s: tlme, got Tiore pertmen
depth—centered personahty material from a stralghtforward intery
t.

O the whole, one st have: eensiderable respeet for the am
eﬂort that have gone into MMPI research since the-first studie
1940.- ~This time and effort has borne sufficient fruit to make
e ument is quite useful for many kinds of - ‘group discrimination. v
" About its usefulness for: ‘individual chmcal dtagnos1s, the present rewewer ot .
one, is still far from enthusmstlc it

Another reviewer sums up this oné'in httle more favora,ble terms, -

now appear that‘ [

although T don’t mean’ to- 1mp1y that the ﬁrst rev1ewer was ‘com= .

g pletev unf;worable

, “"This ‘ins rument’ is probably the most carefully construct
researched inventory available for personahty assessment It I8 1ik
1ncreasmgly useful clinical tool.

'Thé point of all’ this is ‘clear, that Wlthm the profess1
s a wide dlvergence of .opinion as to 1nd1v1dual tests, |
~ their utility, their'theoretical foundation. =~ B
- _Now, to return to the recommendations that you have made that 5
- there be agency staﬁ{p"_ nd interagency commlttees of
psycholo ists and ad y :

th ‘in the profe

t ; sa,greement ab
~tests, and T am’ sure youwﬂl 2, out the theory o
real problem to getting a workable system, or a workable con
panel that Wﬂl be actmlly more:than 'a debating s001ety?
Dy . ‘Well, the fundamental split is ‘that, |
psychologlsts Who 10w mesasurement and make use of tests, anc_wthere
_ are psychologists who feel they themselves are such ﬁnely cahbrated
. ‘mstruments that they,would ‘ri v‘e” malie use of tests thmk it

eDoctor , L
do you hav a prepared

Mr FRI:}EDMAN I ha,ve, in part but I am gomg to*}
Ml‘ G‘ALLAGHER Would you ‘p;receed

Mr FREEDMAN Mr Chalrma,n, thls committes he;e ‘done out— «
- standing service in its thorough investigation of psychological testing,
- which has become increasingly and ‘alarmingly prevalent not only in’

 Government em oyment but also in private m(g) ustry and education.

The' sericus abuses inherent in ‘such testing are of ‘deep concern to o

conservatives and liberals ahke, since the political philosophy of
groups is fo" nded on'the maj

- Signi y, strong objections to"such testing have alr
eXpresse ‘magazmes ranglng from the Namona Rewew

- Republic. B S &
~iThe Mlnnesota Multlph i( ‘”Personellty Invento (MMPI) 1s'
~one of most widely used tests of ~this kind. It contains 566
ns, which are all to be answered true or false, “quickly and
~ without .. thinking or deliberation.” These;;*questlons illustrate the

for psychologwal qu tlomng to intrude into-areas forme y
reserved for the privacy of such ‘confidential rela‘ownsh” S8 band
w1fe, prlest and pemtent or doctor and patlent s

' premise of the dignity of the in Vldual




