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A successful socxety-, is marked by an fab11~1ty to ‘mamtam a prodnc’tiire ,
kequilibr‘ium between numerous competing forces. The goal of our own federal
political system is to assure for the individual an ample range of freedom,
“and an ample opportunity for diversity. By tradition and conviction our form
of democracy jealously seeks to protect the individual from accamulations of
power. This protection finds its expressiom, for example, in the separation of

powers in government, the divorce of church and state, the’ civilian control

over the military, and in the working of both the labor and antltrust laws
agamst the concentration of economic power. (. k

The familiar and constructive tension which exists between science,
“with its need to be free and open, and soc1ety, with its need for restrlctlonsif
on individual freedorn, is thus only one of many examples of conflicting forces
that must be held in balance to assure individual dignity, creat1v1ty and well-
being in our society. This tension between society and science extends to all -
the disciplines in the social, physical and life sciences. It affects the practr-» ;
tioner as well as the research’ 1nvest1gator

‘Examples of this tension are many, and one of the most familiar is the‘
conflict of secrecy for purposes of national securlty with the free dissemination
of knowledge. This conflict is especrally complex since dtssemmatton of
knowledge is essential to the very developments in science, in- mdustry, and

“in government upon which the security of the nation ultimately rests. Addl-(
tlonally, there is the equally familiar conflict between proprletary mterests
and the disclosure of scientific knowledge. The pnvate property interest at‘
odds with disclosure may be personal or institutional, commerc1a1 or non-
proﬁt but the conflict is essentially the same. In each of these two 1llustrat1ve
areas of confllct tension still exists, but accommodatlons imperfect as they

may be, have been worked out to balance the competmg needs and to serve -
the public interest. o

There is, however, another area of tension mvolvmg the freedom of
science which is not nearly 50 well recognized. This i is the conflict of science
_and sc1ent1ﬁc research W1th the rlght not of prlvate property, but of prlvate
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