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the bounds of decent inquiry are equally intolerable to a free society and to
free men. Absolute rules do not offer useful solutions to conflicts in values.
‘What is needed is wisdom and restraint, compromise and tolerance, and as
wholesome a respect for the dxgmty of the 1nd1v1dual as the respect accorded
the dignity of science. e : .

If discrimination and dlscernrnent are in fact brought to bear then we
can be confident that the advances in science and technology pose no\mytoler- ’
- able threat to privacy. Indeed, they promise to contribute more to an under-

standing of the claim to private personality, to the recognition of its proper

- limits, and to the protection of its creative integrity than anythmg in our
~ recorded experlence Worthy of note is Dr. Robert Morison’s reminder that
“. . . the sciences are providing more accurate ways of descrlbmg moral
problems, and are actually calling attention to types of moral problems wh1ch 3
heretofore have not been recognized.”*! v

It is not enough to be optimistic about the consequences of the tensrons
between science and privacy. It is incumbent upon lawyer and s,c;entlst to
accommodate the goals of science with the claim to privacy, and to help
articulate the rules and concepts that will maintain both the productmty of
~science and the integrity of personahty

In his well-known essay On Lzberty, ]ohn Stuart Mill, whlle conclud-
ing that “‘over himself, over his own body and mind, the 1nd1vxdual is sov-
ereign,’ contmued - '

" There is a limit to the legitimate mterference of collective oplmon '
-with individual mdependence and to find that limit, and maintain
‘it against encroachment, is as mdlspensable to a good condltlon of
'yhuman affairs, as protection against political despotism.
But though this proposition is not likely to be contested in
‘general terms, the practical question, where to- place the limit—how
to make the fitting adjustment between individual mdependence and -
social control—is a subject on which nearly everything remains to
~be done....Some rules of conduct, therefore, must be imposed, by
~ law in the first place, and by opinion on many things which are not
- fit subjects for the operation of law. What these rules should be, is
the principal question in human affairs; but if we except a few of the

most obvious cases, it is one of those in whlch least progress has beens
made in resolving. 42 : :

Although more. than a century has passed since- thlS pessmnstlc estlmate was
 made, its essential vahdlty remains.

Our purpose is to 1dent1fy some of the rules of conduct which, by provid--
ing balance and sensitive awareness, can in thls century accommodate, and
~perhaps even resolve, the confrontation of the values of privacy with other
values While the focus here is on behavloral research, it should be empha-

41 Morison, Foundatwns and  Universities, 93 DAEDALUS 1109 1137 (1964)
42, Mnr, ON Lieerry 7-8 (Bobbs—Merrﬂl 1956).



