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‘afforded to information received by a psychologist from his client, This stat-
utory: privilege does not, however, seem to extend to psychological research.6®
While statutes may be desirable, they may not always be necessary. .
. A privileged status has been afforded by the common law to communications
between husband and wife,® and attorney and client ;52 prmlege also inheres
in constitutional doctrine—as in the privilege against self-incrimination. Thus,
it is conceivable that privilege could be extended by the courts to other situ-
 ations—perhaps in a persuasive case, where a research scientist was willing
to resist a subpoena and risk imprisonment, in order to protect the private
research data in his possession. While there is a role for the martyr both
in science and in law, privilege should not be. viewed as a status symbol for
the SCIentISt 88 It should, rather, be a protecttve shield for his informant. As
the law now stands ‘however, it is apparent that the research scientist who
probes in the realm of the private personality, Wlthout consent, bears a special

~ and heavy responSIbrhty to the subjects of his research It is a responsibility

for conﬁdentlalxty which, at present, in the face of a. subpoena he may find h1m~
self powerless to: d1scharge L : '
- Of crucial 1mportance also to the protectron of conﬁdentlahty is a sensi-
tmty on the part of the scientist to the limited purpose for which the research -
data were originally obtained. It is generally ‘accepted that research data
should not be pubhshed by the mvestlgatov with- 1dent1tres of the 1nd1v1dual
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60. A Montana statute does, however, seem to extend a- limited pr1v1lege to certam

types of behavioral research if conducted by a person teachmg psychology in a school
he Montana statute reads as follows: = .

- Any person ‘engaged in ‘teaching psychology in any school or who actmg as such

.. is engaged in:the study and observation of: child mentallty, shall not without ‘the =

~ consent of the parent or guardian of such child being so taught or observed teshfy

- in‘any civil action as to any information so’ obtamed ,
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- ‘disclgsure. of the commumcatwn ‘must. be -greater than the benefit to be gamed from its
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3. This, nevertheless, seems to be the situation in those elghteen states whlch accord
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