£ ;392 » SPECIAL INQUIRY ON INVASION OF PRIVACY

et eollected and finally selected to make up the MMPI there were at least 19 relatmg '
to rellglon in one ‘way or another :

~Male | Female

| No answer | True | No answ

kI am vety ious (more than most people)
‘Religion gives me no worry.

I go to church almost every week _.

I pray several times every week__._
~I.read:in the. Bible several times a w
- I fee] sure that there is only one tru

I have no patience with

OV QOO |

& have l1sted these ltems to remmd you again of the ones you cited, and I have
added thers that may further illustrate what I am saying. Now you' have
: ed why we included these statement rehglon among the possible svmptoms !
‘?\2 l\I/Isfgflcholc‘.),'gmam] malad;ustment Why hou these rtems qtlll appear in the'
- In the firs mstanc‘ ‘the subgect matter e

‘or otherwi entally disturbed persons ¢

is a well-recognized pattern of psychologlcal istortion t h ] we apply the
term religiosity. ~ When we use the word “religiosity,” we dlcate 4. 8ympto- .
matic _pattern wherein the process of an intercurrent psychological maladjust-
ment is evidenced by extremes of. religious expressmn ‘that ‘are out of the usual

ven the . deeply rehglous person. A bishop friend of mine once = :

~;111ustrated ‘the problem he sometimes had in thxs connection by his account of a
tithe as his offering toward
hurch, but who, within a few weeks, had increased the amous
il it was necessary for him to embezzle money for his weekly offeri

friend said, there is more here than ordinary devotion; there is somethmg .

ch should be considered from another fframe of refere, In this ane
there is an element of the symptomatic p - : B

_nearly every other aspect of human personaht

- one item will ordinarily establish ' this distor

posxtwn of rehglon

~oceurs in various persons. Two persons rarely ex

i gs inidentical ways.

t never occurred to us in selectmg these ite

anything relative to the partict ligi “our patients. It obv1ously e

kdld not oceur to us that there were other than't hristian orientation wherein

religiosity might be observed. Because of thi rsight on our part, several :
. of our MMPI symptoms that we assumed were indicative of religiosity ‘happen -

'to be obvxously related to the Chrlstmn religion, alt! h we find that most

persons simply translate to their own orientation if it is different. I should
hasten to add that although these symptoms were hoped to be specific to persons -

who suffer. from religiosity, they have not all turned out that y. Not every

aspect of rehglon is at times a symptom of mental illness. - Certainly it is obvious -

that there is nothing symptomatic in admitting to one’s personal agceptance or
rejection of several of the items. The point at which a group of 1tems becomes
~.con: gtent in suggesting symptoms is subtle to distinguish. As my bishop
: d’s story 1llustrated it is not unusual that one eontrxbutes to rellglous Work




