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“every socioeconomic and educational level; there is reason to believe that they
are a proper representation of the rank and file people of Minnesota. I;tvis:fp{robablﬁ :

- well known that, in the main, Minnesota population was drawn from north -
- European stock, is largely Christian in background, and has a rather small number

in the several minority groups.  Certainly, it can hardly be said that ‘this popu-

- lation is unduly weighted: with extremists in the direction of overemphasis upon ;

religion or in atheism or in other belief charaeteristics. Probably ‘one would.ex-
¥$Ct this population to be rather more religious than the average for all the States.
* Finally, the majority of the persons who provided these basic norms were married
“ persons and most were parents. Data given in the table can be found in the
fundamental book on the MMPI, “An E}MPI Handbook,” by Dahlstrom and
Welsh (1960). RS ~ ‘ e s
"But now consider the items. Let us assume, as is often naively assumed, that
“when one answers an item one tells the truth about oneself. Of course, there is:

~ no requirement that those who take the MMPI should tell the truth, and this is.
a very important point. Also, I have tried to establish that truth is a very com-

~ plicated semantic concept. But let us assume for the moment that people do-
tell the truth as they see it. Take the item, ‘I go to church almost every week.”’

Acoording to the data given, 42 percent of the men and 52 percent of the women

go’ to church almost every week. Now these data are representative of the whole -

tate. I am sure that ministers of the State would be gratified if all these people

~were reporting accurately. Parenthetieally, I suppose that ‘“‘church’” was read
as “synagogue’’ or ‘“‘temple”’ without much trouble. But I do not know what
percentage of people are actually estimated to go to some church almost every
week. At any rate I cannot conceive that 42 percent of the men of the State of

 Minnesota are in church nearly ever week even if 52 percent of the women are.-

I even cannot conceive that half of the men in Minnesota and 83 percent of the
women actually pray several times a week. I might imagine that 21 percent of

- the men and 30 percent of the women would read in the Bible several times a week.
This would represent about one-fifth of all the men and about one-third of all:
the women. My real impression is that people simply do not know that much
about the Bible.” However, take the next item. Here it says that one feels sure

there is only one true religion. To this about half of the men and half of -the -

women answered true.. Perhaps these might be ‘considered bigoted, but what-
of the ones who have obviously answered false? There seems to be a great deal
of religious tolerance here; about-half of the persons of Minnesota do not even.
express a belief that there is only one true religion. g R e
~ It is true that a high percentage say they believe there is a God. This seems.
to be a noncommittal item, since most people are aware that God has many
meanings. The item which follows it, however, which permits denying or aecept-
ing a belief in a devil and hell in afterlife, is quite interesting. Twenty-three

' percent of men and 19 percent of women reject this belief. By contrast, a life

" ‘hereafter is denied by 24 percent of men and by 13 percent of women. The
‘second coming of Christ is expected by only 57 percent of men and 68 percent of

- women if we accept what these figures seem to say. Again, with reversal, Christ
_ as a miracle worker is doubted by 31 percent of men and by 23 percent of women.

. Stated more directly, 37 percent of men and 27 percent of women come straight, ‘

out and say that miracles were not performed, The item apparently-includes .
Old and New Testament scources among others. ~On down in the list, one finds
that only 14 percent of men and 16 percent of women believe themselves to:-be
special agents of God. S e S L S
‘I think I have gone over enough of these items to provide a suggestion of
what I am going to next point out. But I would like to add two more: MMPI

 items in sharper illustration of the point. These two additional -items have -
~ nothing obvious to do with religion. The first of them is, “‘T almost never dream,”’

and the second is, “I dream frequently.”” One of the first things we found in -
the early studies of MMPI items was that the same person frequently answered -
“True” to both these items. When asked about the seeming contradiction, such

a person would respond, among other possibilities, by saying to the first item

that surely he had very few dreams. But, coming to the next item, he changed
his viewpoint to say that he dreamed frequently as compared to some of the

people he knew. This shift of empaasis led us to recognize that, in addition to- o

" the general semantic problem developed above, when people respond to items,
~‘they also do not usually respond with the connotations we expect. ‘App@rently,;
- even if the people are telling a truth of some kind, one would need an interview
_ with them to know what they really intend to report by answering “True”’ or

 “False.”” I suppose this is similar to the problem of the oath of allegiance over



