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12946, and HLR, 13064—and by Congressman Barrett—FL.R. 12342,

H.R.12939,and H.R.13065. | | | : .
he demonstration cities bill is the most impoertant proposal in the

esident’s program for rebuilding America’s cities. :

Tn 'his message to the Congress| recommending the demonstration
cities bill, the President said ‘ FL i S ‘

From the experience of three decades, it is clear to me that American cities
requite a program that will— | P e e

Concentrate our available: resources-- lanning :tools, in housing construe-
tion, in job training; in health facilities recreation; in. welfare programs, in
education—to improve the conditions of 1 urky reas. .

Join togetheiall available talentand sl ‘a inated effort. '

Mobilize local leadership and  priv: B, g0 - thit' local citizens will
determine the shape of their newcity * ‘ { 3 !

The demonstration cities bill will make it possible for cities of ‘all
sizes to undertake such a program:. o e ‘

This bill will help eitiesto plan, de ind carry out comprehen-
sive city demonstration. programs.’ are Tocally prepared pro-
grams for repuilding or restoring re sections and neighborhoods
of slum and bl‘igh‘teﬁ, areas. It will help cities to provide the public
facilities and services; including ¢ 'é:e" aids, heeded to enable the

oor and disadvantaged people Who'live in these areas to become use-
ul, productive citizens—citizens able to join in the general pros-
perity this Nation now enjoys. R it ,

This bill will make it possible to improve dnd substantially 'in-
crease the supply of adequate low- and moderate-cost housing in the
cities. It will make it possible fi ids 10 ‘concentrate their edu-
cational, health, and social services o the!problems of the large num-
bers of poor and disadvantaged peop live in'slum and blighted
sections and mneighborhoods. ‘Tt will tpossible to treat the
human needs of people in the slums at th e time phiysical rehabilita-
tion is being carried out. o F | | SRR

To qualify for assistance under thisibi city must be prepared to
plan and carry out a comprehensive city demonstration program.
This will be a local program. It will’ nned; developed, and car-
ried out by local people. The charact d dontent of the program
will bebased on local judgmiefits asto the g'needs.

This bill will provide Federal funds to cover up to 90 percent of
the cost of planning and developing the comprehensive city demon-
stration program. It will provide inl “Federal “grants—sup-
plementing assistance @vailable under | existing grant-in-aid ' pro-
grams—to help carry out all of the ac es included das part of the
demonstration program. © | L i 0

The amount of these spécisl; supplemental grants, will be equal to
80 percent of the local or State share of the cost of all projects or
activities which are a part of the demonstration program and financed
under existing grant-in-aid programs. I will soon explain more fully
the provisions of this bill relating to these supplemental grants.

But first, let me emphasize that it will not be easy to qualify for
this assistance. This bill is designed to cities willing to face up
to their responsibilities—willing and able to bring together the public
and private bodies whose joint action is necessary to solve their prob-
lems—willing to commit fully their energies and resources—willing to




