DEMBNSTRATION CITIES AND U:'hBAN DEVELOPMENT

r other policies and ‘actjons of metropoht‘thlde or
ictional significance. '
t Johnson 'said in“his ree t message t0 the Con O‘reqs on
housing and urban development prograrps: * |

The powerful forces of urban growth threagen to overwhelm efforts to‘ achieve
orderly development. A metropolitan plan should be'an instrument for shaping
sound urban growth—not a neglected document.

This program would provide valuable and much: needed ]ncentlve for
effectuating such plans.

This program, which is an outgrowth of existing Fedex ﬂ urban
development policies, could vastly influence for the better the living
environment of many of our people. Today, 125 million Americans—
two-thlrds of our total populatiof—live in metropohtdn areas.
Twenty years from now. we will have added, according to conservative
estimates, 54 million people to our mi tropohtfm population, the g’reat
bulk of them in suburban. areas. Th‘ls is the equivalent of addmb
New Yorks or 27 Washingtons.

Federal, State, and local governments will be spending,
period, billions of dollars for basic services for these areas
schools, highways, and other forms of transportation, parks, sewer
and water systems, and other commuhity facilities. Careful and effec-
tive plan'n g can greatly reduce the eapital costs of these services, and

addition make great confributions to our goal of 2 suitable
living environment. for every Amerfican family.

The programs supplemented by [this bill serve some of | the major
needs of the Nation’s growing metropolitan communities. |

Transportation facilities, water and sewer systems, and recreation
and open-space areas all knit together metropolitan regions and help

to shape their growth. But if planned inconsistently, they can dis-
tort that crrowth and one project can greatly reduce the beneﬁts ex-
pected from another. i

The supplemental aid provided ynder this title i
keyed tto critical types of develogment projects. ]
proj ec}s for which there has alreagly been Federal rec o<rmt10n of need
and a ¢ommitment to assist in meetfing that need.

The proposed supplemental grants will reward State ‘md local gov-
ernment initiative toward higher levels of planned urban| development
and coordinated action. In areas where the higher standards called
for under this new program cannot yet be achieved, the program will
not stop needed assistance under the basic grant programs,

The Department of Housing and Urban Deve]oplnent will, of
course, work closely with the other Federal departments and ag
whose: program areas are being supplemented to provide Federal le
ers? ip and. coordination toward more orderly metropolitan develop-

nt. This is. one of ;the prigicipal tasks which .t e Congress has
assWned to this new Departme t. |

It 1s expected that about a d¢zen metropolitan areas, encomp‘mmd
several hundred Jocal communities, might become eli for supple-
mentary grants during the first year. Accordingly, thejadministration
is renommendmg a ﬁI st-year program level of $25 milljon.

With continued encouragement, under this program, about 75 metro-
politan areas, having an aggregate population of ar ound 60 million,
mlkht qualify for supplemental grants by the end of b years.




