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‘There are two proposed amendments m,the bill relating to low ieni
pubho housing.” One pert'alns to leased- fivate housi utshorlze( bv
the Longr%s%a,st year.
authorities.to}lease. dwellmgs 1 ‘
in'the present Jaw in cases. wher: t~ , g is needed for low-income
families dlspfa@ed by urban remewal, hig hwa,y construction, or other
governmenta. aetlons i

The leasing provision is partlcularly elpful.in; pr(wldlng hOuSln(r
for large displaced families; many of wliich have been on the waiting
list for public housing for many: years.. Local housing authorities
cannot, assure - what will happen to these families when the short-term
leases -end.  Authority to enter into legses: with longer terms would
prevent. further insecurity, and in some cases the actual har dehlp of
any additional displacement; for these families.

The second amendment. would makle the formula. for promdmd
assistance to low-rent housing, as it was mended by the 1965 act, avail-
able for the leasing of housing to be copstructed, as well as to existing
housing. : Increasimg interest is being hown by private enterprise in
Workmo with public housing authorities in the development of hous-
ing for use by the authorities. This regults in costs substantially lower
than can be achieved when the authorities plan and construct the hous-
ing themselves; The amendment would provide additional stimulus
for much, /greater participation by prlv;ate buﬂdmg interests i in the low-
rent housmg program. - . g

The rising costs of housmg constrl tlon, and increasingly| eomplex
problems of urban growth) make it infiperative that we make the most
use at least of the techological advanges in design and urban/ develop-
ment.

The bill would direct the Secretary to conduct studies and research
to demonstrate methods of applying technological advances and to
encourage and promote their acceptance by industry, communities,
and the general public. . These are matters where the Federal Govern-
ment can and should assert leadership.

Title IT of the bill contains no substantive provisions. | Tt makes
necessary adjustments in the wording of Federal statutes fo reflect the
new na,mes of offices and ‘officials prgvided in the Depa,rtment of Hous-
ing and/ Urban Development Act. |

Before concluding my remarks, Mr. Chalrman, I would like to en-
dorse H.R. 9256, which you mtrod; ced last session, and which is now
befors this committee. - !

That bill would establish-a new éprogmm—~adm1n19tered by the De-
partment, of Housing and Urban’ Development——of mortgage insur-
ance and direct loans to finance the proyvision of facilities for group
medical and dental practice. The President, in his message last year
on adva,ncmg the Nation’s health,, recommended eetmbhsbment of such
a_program, which is urgently eeded in order to assure the most
effective use of our limited supply of doctors and medlcally trained
personnel.

I understand that Mr. Wilbur ¢ohen, Undersecretary of the Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and; Welfare, will testify on the bill to-
morrow. Mr. Brownsteln, our Assistant Secretary for Mortgage
Credit, will accompany him and; testify on behalf of the Department

Thanlk you, sir.




