46 AN DEVELOPMENT

In-addition, the city’s program must be morei than a. statement: of goals. - It
must be a definite plan of action. Projects and activities to be undertaken must
be scheduled angd: ready, for. initiation within a peasonably. short period of tin

ivities which are part of the program:should be scheduled for|
pletion within a/ reasonable, period of time. j : |

OTHER. ACTIONS EXPECTED: OF: THE .CITY

An importang benefit of Federal grant-in-ai programs is the spur such pro-
grams provide to local activities whi t otherwige bé undertaken, : The
demonstration 'cities bill § ities, tof take a~geties of actions, in con-
junction with ' their de stration programs,. designed “to ‘make significant
breakthroughs in the techniques of rebuilding/ and téstoring slum’and
areas. : . . |

Even though a city demonstration program) ‘meets the statutory criteria de-
scribed, other actions may be expected of the'city if new ‘Federal aids are to be
provided under this legislation.” Consideration will be given to the extent and
nature of purely local actiong which ,enéouragb more rationdl and efficierit urban

ring their‘demonstratjoii progrdams, cities will have to—

‘ . it to whitch those

in éarrying out their demonstration programs

and to,.take_#ppropriatevactio_n. if necessary, jto make those laws consistent ‘with
the objectives of their progta : e ol Com IR o

"In many localities, the structure of real Jestate taxes, inddéquate and often
obsolete housing codes and, Zoning laws, gnd  artifictal’ rYestraints on/building
practices retard the prompt and proper fevelopmenti'of the city’s| physical
characteristies, Stimulating local efforts to remove thése restrictions can be
one of the major benefits of the city demonsfratio pr i ) |

Second, apply high standards of de: buildings ‘Conistricted and rehabil-
itated under the program in order to maintdin distinctive natural, historical, and
cultural characteristics. = - R - JHg

Revitalizing- the Nation’s cities requirps more than the construction and

. rehabilitation of homes and buildings. ity demonstfation’ programs should
existing structurés ds fresh and at-

\ /design, in-
v aspecti of a city’s
activities. ! : [

Massive rebuilding and restoration programs provide exéeptional opportunities
for applying the fruits of our téchnologicial advances. to the homebuilding and
rehabilitation industries. = Cities should!encourage the maximum use of such
advances in the building and rehabilitation of homes and buildings,

Fourth, encourage-good. community rélations ‘and counteract thel segregation
of ‘housing by race orincome. Ty ‘ |

The physical rebuilding and restoratibn of our cities ‘should be accompanied
by ap 'ggpri'ate actions to narrow the heusing gap:between the poor and disad-
vantagefl'and the rest of the community. ' Nondiscrimination in any housing as-
sisted ,uin‘der a demonstration program s a legal requiremént. In some cities,
howevet, the mere requirement of mofidiscrimination Will not beé sufficient to
resolve the manifold problems to which rigid, and often longstanding, patterns of
houst segregation have given rise.] More -affirmative action |is needed to
eliminate these patterns, to reduce the gqualid concentrations of raciafminorities
and. the eeconomically “deprived, and fo assure ‘that equal opportunity in. the
choice of housing will in fact be availgble to people of every race/and income.

Fifth, indicate that the projécts and ‘activities carried on under the program
are consistent with comprehensive pli_inning for the ertire urban or metropoli-
tan area. ; w I

Central cities are the economic and ¢ultural cores of larger urbdn or metropoli-
tan areas. As such, their activities] affect the ‘entire urban’ or metropolitan
area: | And'the cities, in'turn, are affgeted by activities undertdken in-the entire
area.| No element of rational urban; devélopment is mote important than the
carrying-on of sound comprehensive planning for éntire urban and metropolitan
areas. Cities will be expected to cofitinue to cooperate with other governmental
bodies in the metropolitan area to asgire and promote sound community growth,

A program meeting the statutory criteria for a comprehensive city demon-
stration program—and commtting the city to take those additional actions which
may be expected of it—is not lightly yndertaken. ‘ |




