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city  demonstration’ program- before making a commitment to .make grantqé for

the program; " pae il Ae & v
THE CITIES” NEED ‘

A comprehensxve city demonstration pmdram will not replace existmg Fed-
eral programs,which. now assist ¢ities.to provide .for their urban development
and-growth.: Bather; it will supplement andjtend to:encourage the focusing
and-coordinatign of existing programs; such asj {the urban renewal, mass transit,
antipoverty,: and health and - welfare programs;.in i ing and revitalizing
urban: areas;| y: eneouraging coordination of; these -existing wrban alds the

: i imn i vailable resources
in order to improve substantially the conditionsjof:lifie in: urban.areas.: ‘

The cities which need to undertake comprehepsive city demonstration pr ograms
desperately require every bit of this.additional Federal assistance.

The great problems confronting the Nation’s pities are well known.

Slums and blight are widespread. -Persons: pf low income concentrate mcl eas-
ingly in-the older urban areas. Housing dnd community facilities are %elvu, 8
are inadequade.: .; -

Cities are gaughtin a descending spiral Whlch leads to widespread mun1c1pal
ingolvency.  The eontinuing spread: of blight reduces the taxable value of city
land. As slums and blight spread; crime;-deljnquency, and: disease follow.

At the same time as the need for city services.grows, the cityis ability to pro-
vide these sprvices is impaired by.the. veny.:blight.that: creates the demand.
Greater blight——gneater demand. for e¢ity se v;ces«-deereasmg revenues to meet
the demand-—that .is the downward trend many American cities.. |In. these
circumstances, it.is not surprising that the efties with the.greatest slum p1 oblems
have the least capacity to deal with those problems;

Significantly, the efforts of our cities to help themselves are. in large measure
gelf-defeating. The more determined  the city’s efforts to raise funds to meet
the need for increased services, the more likely that effort drives its economically
affluent citizens to the nearby suburbs. - Similarly, the greater burden the city
places on industry within its borders, the gmaller its opportunity to attract, and
hold, the industry and ‘commerce its ecomomy requires, 'As a result, the city
beecomes,: thereasingly;: a home: for the-egpnomically: deprived, those le‘wt able
to bear:thejcost of municipal:-services.

The city plays a critical role in Ame can life. - It must prowde jobs and
adequate housmg and: education for millions of theNation’s unemployed, ill
housed, and: uneduecated. It must provid¢ :community: facilities and/health and
social seryices on- a scale:unprecedented jm:the Ndtion’s: history. And it must
de so in:the face of overwhelmmg demands:on its skills and resources.

The success of the city 'in providing the physical :and 'social|framework
through which millions-of poor and disgdvantaged Americans are prepared to
participate fully in:the Nation’s life——ig a vital national‘concern. | The city is
performihg-an-essential-national function, - :

The objective of the President’s program and. the demonqtratlon ‘cmes b111 is
to help the city to adequately perform Lhat functxon

URBAN DEVE OPMFNT Act

BN TLE I+~GRANTS TO/ASSIST:IN P ‘NN’ED METROPOEITAN* DEVEI;LOI’?MENT

d pr OJects of

3 gro3 his aid would

-be given only within metropolitan areas where all public:and private -development
havipg major areawule impact is @nsmtent wnh fuliv compr henswe and

It would not
depn e any pro;ect of ald it Woul 33 X ms: It Would
simply : inerease:-assigtance - to -citie her::
actually-developprojacts and admunstex: local zoning: and subdlmslon conhoh
consistently with metropolitan plans.; |




