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information centers ‘could make valuable contpibutions. to eomprehenswe plan-
mng, coordinated action, and sound manageihent in towns and cities of all
sizes throughout the Natlon

Such information centers could be of partidalar assistancée in meetmg state-
wide or metropolitanwide urban problems. Céntralized information systems
would be particularly 1mportant for the growing humber of States and|larger
cities showing interest in applying systems analysis, program budgetmg, and
cost-benefit analysis to the management of their activities.

Of course, private enterprise and investment, as well as public endeavors will
be greatly benefited by the provision of easily access1ble information about urban
needs, growth; and change.

The centers would also reinforce and assis eﬂ?orts such as those being carried
on under titlé VI of the Economic Opportunitly Act of 1964, to 'make information
ar;ld advice regardmg loeal pubhc assistance programs readily avaﬂable 'to those
who heed it.’ /

The required State or metropolitan mformatzén programs

The requited State or metropolitan progrdm would in most cases include both
the establishinent and continued operation ¢f an information center. However,
if a State or:metropolitan area.already hadisuch a center; the program could be
directed toward the improvement of its faoihties and services,

In any case, a program would have to involve substantiglly 1ncrea~;ed or im-
proved activities on the part of the applicanf State or metropolitan age: Also,
the applicant would have to adequately Jus‘{lfy its.choice of .program agctivities in
terms of specified urban physieal, secial, pnd economic information needs and
objectives, lincluding comparisons of cost apd usefulness whe're appropmate

Metropolitan area mfdrma,twn centers

An information center for a metropglitan area could be established and
operated by an -organization or body £ mposed’ of publie officials/ which the
Secretary determines to be represéntative of the political Jurlsdlctions encom-
passing the metropolitan, area. Where fno $uch organization exigts and ‘can
qualify for a grant under this title, a center could be establisheil and operated
by a public body or agency 1) degignated by the governing body of that political
Jjurisdiction within the area which contajns the laxgest population, according to
the most recent decennidl census, and (2) concurred in by other political juris-
dictions Wwhich, together with the designating jurisdiction, contain at least two-
thn'ds f the population of the area. This would assure that 'the eenters will

neéds of entire metropolitan arehs.
rly, such a center would be reghired to be directed’ primamy to the pro-
$ £-information services of genekal thetropblitanwide utnnty, or of par-
ticular ‘utility to the communities w1t n that metropolitan a.rea

Stateinformation centers
An information center ‘(or centers) estabhshed by a: State muder this title
would be required to be directed primarily toward providing informational serv-
ices of general statewide utility, or of particularly utility te: ecommunities not
within, metropolitan areas for which information centers had been established
under this title. Services of “statewme” utility would include informational
getvices of utility to the State governt ent itself and alsg services of utility gen-
erallyl to utban areas throughout the ‘State. The authority for additional in-
form tional Services to ‘communitiesf outside ‘metropolitan ‘4reds would permit
o provide to such communitjes more spectalized informational services
comparable to those which could be provided by:a metropohtan area center to
communitles within'that aréa !

Amount of Federal grant :

A grant under the proposed Federal program could pay for up to 50 percent
‘of the cost of the detivities carriedion by an applicant under its approved pro-
gram dQuring 1 year. However, ai grant could not assist activities receiving
assistance under any other Federaligrant or:subsidy program, nor could it assist
in assembling data or providing information to be used prlmarlly in the day-to-
day operations of State or local pubhc bodies.

Progmm coordmatum Fior o ; . |

. Anassisted State or:metropolitan  program: would be requu'ed to be..closely
Jeobrdipated with related /Federgl, -State,. and-loeal  information activities—
includifig those receiving assistangsmnder section 701 of the Housmg Act of 1954,




