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Equally impprtant is the fact that over the next decade the housing industry
sevits annual produetion by one-third—from 1.5 million to 2 million

to . accommaodate ‘the expanding: ‘housing needs. of American
families, . i} | |
In addition; between 1960 and 1975, our udban population’ is’ expected to rise
from 125 million to 171 million, ‘placing added strains on our already ‘burdened
urban facilities, such as water, sewer, and tyansportation. |
Considerable technological advances are bbing made by private industry and
State and local governmernts both with 'respéct'to the cost and quality jof home
construction and with respect to meeting the‘complex problems of urban develop-
nment. -Constant experimentation is being chrried on in such areas as housing
design, materials, and construction techniques;"and in making our urban centers
safer, healtHier, and more attrictive places| in which to live. |
/The problem is sometimes misunderstoos as being entirely a lack ¢f techno-
logicdl progtess. Rafther, itis important tofhote that these continuing advances
int ¢ are often slow to be applied. ;| Bui ders are reluctant to risk making
apges in ‘designy or materials for fgar of adverse market reaction. The
me buyer does not readily accept deviatjons from traditional housing design
or materialk, . Labor is often unreceptive th:cost- or time-saving innoyations for
fear of economic Joss. And communities that.could benefit enormously from the
application of such new urban techniques 48 large-scale centralized treatment of
wastes or new methods of intracity transpprtation are often slow to move along
these Jines, ) e |
- These-are some of the practical problenjs that have held-back progress. It is
here that the Federal Government can ani should assert leadership, so that the
great technological strides that bave been made in recent years, and that continue
to be méde, can be harnessed to the benefit of all Americans. This is what the
bill seeks to accomplish. . . . : |
“The bill would direct the Secretiry to ucourage and assist the housing indus-

try to reduce the cost.and. improve the uality of housing through |the applica-
tioh 't6 home. construction and rehabilitgtion of advances in technglogy, and to
encourage and assist-the application of advances in technology to urban develop-
ment activities. { |

The Secretary would be further dirBeted to conduct research and studies
to. tegt and demonstrate new and improved techniques and methods- of applying
advances in technology to housing construction, rehabilitation -and jmaintenance,
and urban development activities. He would also be directed to encourage and
promete the acceptance and application of new and improved techniques and
methods of comstructing, rehabilitating; and maintaining bousing, as well as the
application: of' technology advances to prban development activities, by all seg-
ments. 6f the housing industry, commuhities, industries engaged in urban devel-
opment activities, and the general publig.. |

Wheh this program is funded its a inistration would be handled as part of
the Iniﬁtitutel of Urban Development recommended by the-President in his 1965
messdge on the cities, |

The:research and studies would bejdesigned to test.and demonstrate the ap-
plicability to housing comstruction, rehabilitation, and maintenance, and urban
development activities, of advances injtechnology relating to (1) design concepts,
(2) ' eonstruction and rehabilitation:methods, (3) manufacturing processes; (4)
matenials and products,-and (5) building-ecomponents, |

Redearch and study projects could /be undertaken either directly by the Secre-
tary or by contract with public or fprivate bodies or agencies, or by working
agre(?ments with.other Federal Depaftments or agencies.  Hach project would be
regudred to be compléted within 2 yeass. |
visions of title ITI of the Housing Act of 1948 and section /602 of the Hous-
t:af 1956 presently authorize the Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
t to undertake and:eonduct.$tudies relating to the redilction of housing
cougtruction costs throtigh: the use jof new and improved tech es, materials,
and-methods. - However, these existing provisions authorize such studies to be
undertaken as part of broader fegearch functions such as the collection and
dissemination of data relating to market analyses, housing inventories, mortgage
market problems, and the housing heeds of special.groups such as the elderly.
/This "bill recognizes the importance of a program designed ispecifically (1) to
reduce  housing. costs through application to home construction of technological
advances, and (2). to assist and eficourage the application of advances in tech-
nology to urban development activities, by directing the Secretary to undertake
such a program and authorizing specific appropritions for that purpose.
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