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Mr. Secretary, this morning we were exploring your views on the
four amendments proposed by Mr. Ashley, Mr. Moorhead, and my-
self. We discussed the mass transit refearch program. Let me now
go to another amendment, having to d¢ with the central coordinating
function of the Department of I-gIUD It is perfectly obvious that a
great many urban functions are not jn the Department of HUD—
water pollution, we are told, is to go to Interior, the war on poverty
is in the: Office of Economic Opportynity, and our expressways are
in the Department of Commeree—andiit was at least hinted this morn-
ing that mow mass transit is going somewhere else, in the Depart-
ment of Transportation, possibly. |

Our first amendment, recognizing this scatterization of urban funec-
tions, would impose upon the Secretary of HUD the task of coordi-
nating with other Departments the prban aspects of these problems,
and if the Secretary of HUD believds that the Department primarily
handling these aspects is doing it if-a way inimical to the national
interest and the needs of the cities, jhe should take the matter to the
President and get the matter decide(i; AP |

Areyou for that or againstit? : |

Secretary WEAVER. As with all of the amendments that you have
proposed, I am fer them certainly in principle. And I am for them
as far as the results are concerned. : I have some questions again as to
whether or not it is the most effeetive way to accomplish the joint ob-
jectives that we have. =

I call to your attention the fact that this new Department has just
been established. And that the lefislation establishing it/says: “The
Secretary shall among; his responpibilities exercise leadership at the
direction of-the President in coordinating Federal activities affecting
housing and urban development.”’ So that we now have a charter for
doing this. I think that the administration is now in the process of
seeing how that charter can best be carried out. I think itis premature
for us to say that this particular propesal or any other proposal is the
means of carrying it out. ‘ |

Atithe Washington level there is a question as to whether or not, you
accomplish by fiat the objective that you have in mind. It may be that
this becomes necessary. But I would think that you would attempt
first to try to get some type of cpoperation short of having a law that
saysiyou do this, that, or the othet: |

In the field where, after all, the problems of coordination become
really most significant, we are moving in this direction, and the demon-
stration cities program is a very great breakthrough in encouraging
the local communities to:come in - with coordinated local programs, and
setting up machinery to make:sure that the Federal agencies are re-
sponsive to that. I would think that here there is the/matter of tech-
nique and the matter of timing. And there is no difference in our
opinion as to the ultimate resyikt. As to whether or not this is either
the time or whether or not the idea of passing such a/law as you sug-
gest is the technique for gettirg:it done best is something that I would
have to certainly study longey than I have had a chance to study this.
I certainly think it is something that the administration would have to
look at in terms of what it is now thinking about, and preparing to do
in this area. |

Mr. Reuss. I do want you to study it further. But if you come
up opposed to the idea, I would like to have you state in particular




