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194 DEMONSTRATION CITIES AND URhAN DEVELOPMENT ‘

There is still much to done to overcome Blight, eliminate conges{ion,
help the poor dscape from poverty, rid ourfenvironment of pollution as
we clean up our air and water, wipe outj decay and bligﬁting influ-
ences and change the course of our cities{ The goals are fairly well
* defined by the| statements of national policy a,dop&ed_ by our national
organizations; that is; the National League of Cities and the U.S.
Conference of Mayors. But their impleméntation is dependent on the
%—ftion of this committee and other committees of the é)enate and the
ouse. - . : Lpa T ‘
In my appearances before the House Bftnking and Currency C‘om-
mittee I have always been impressed with the interest of the members,
the sincerity ‘of the questions, and the exdellént legislative results of

in support of H.R. 1234, the Demonstration Cities

'8 landmark legislative: proposal and 1 :think

offers ‘really' {9 “first' tirae a hiope to: ica’s eities that their
physical and sotial landscape can be changefl: S

he' vision6f President Johnson’s messhge to the Congress on the
cities is*found in aburidence'in 'this bill. A new:‘coordination on the
local level is réquired to rébuild-the old with ‘& concerted; sustained
effort which will shew: dramatic results. ‘ ‘A new ‘cooperation and co-
ordination is visualized forsthe Federal agencies now involved in the
cities'to' make their efforts more effective. | And I'weouldsay now we
need not only your searching review of tHis important problem, but
more inpottant yourapproval. Sk s b '
‘- 'The concept:of the demonstration cities is eme hich:T am fam-
iliar. It came up during the discussions hdld by ‘the President’s Task
itan Problerhs on which I was pleased
{ ‘demionstation technique to
good advantage in thist ry: ! What we htte seeking to demonstrate
through this new program s that; the citiesjof America have a future.
They still have vitality. They still act asithe port of entry for the
new urban residents fromthe gasrm and frop abroad: They still ¢on-
tain much that is good and in President Jdhnson’s words: “aggrav%te

theworst.” - |« ..o TRk ; s
We -can prove: that this cointry not only:will: be able to walk|in
outeir space buy| tha't our eities cam bé plagds: where we:ican 'walk in
di%{iity and live in‘prideand imhigppiness. .| 0 o
«'The broad: goals before! us, however, mudt -be measiired against: the
vehicle at handj the; Demonstration Cities {Act. - In the spirit:of co-
operation, I would. like te present to you pur obsetvations-concern-
ing the legislation and the ‘objédtives which we all share. . Qur com-
ments are offered with a view to improve the legislation by indreasing
the effectiveness pf the proposed programs. o v 0
- First) T believe it is important net to'tryitoset wp a dintional com-
petition’ which inight ‘only :stimudate’ enwy}-and- wnhappiness among
those cities not designated as “demonstratidn cities.” - "The allocation
of graifts khould: be1ori a frst-donie; fitstegerved: ba ] i
dent’s messagel spoke:of a limited:group:of $0.to: 70 cities whe would
participate in:the program.: There shouldibe no fixed limit on how
many citiesrndayi aftempt to qualify, an Departinent of Housing
and’ Urban  Development, adininistering: this; program,: should only
lay down general guidelines assuring that ﬂarticipating communities
are representative as to geographical distribution and population sizes.
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