202  DEMONSTRATION CITIES AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
i |

“The prohibition in section 404(B) is unfortuf ately stated. T surmise tpat it
is intended to prohibit the use of 'data centers for payroll accounting, for ex-
ample. - We would certainly concur in this. On the other hand, it ig frequently
the day-to-day operation of city. government which bears direct relationship to
the quality for neighborhoods, the attitudes of people in blighted areas toward
rehabilitation, law enforcement, and other programs to arrest deterioration, To
limit the operation of such centers to conceptuhl research would be to pérmit
analysis of only a part of the total job.” | ‘
Sincerely, | '

; PATRICK HEALY,

‘ Eaoecutive Direot?r.
|UssaN Opsgrvarorms, Trrie I, H.R. 12946

|
This subcommittee has received considera‘ble{testimony in recent weeks on
the very exciting dethonistration cities program, !This administration, this i‘on-
gress "and this subcommittee have consistently demonstrated concern for| the
grave problets which ‘confront America’s urban denters. You have always been
willing to considér with those of us who hive the responsibility of governing
the cities, new and revised programs of Federal cooperation designed to deal
with ‘the massive probléms of physical deterioradion and blight and the result-
ing human stress, i i

Certainly every city requires every tool, everyitesource and every en‘courﬁge—
ment which thé'mind of'an ¢an congeive and the{on; § can provide to reverse
the decline of thd vital urban cen and to re uil‘, communities of a quality
consistent with odr Américan’ dreg: To this end I join with my fellow mayors
who have appedidd-before you earlier in these heduf gs'in support of the demon-
stration cities program and related legislation. | \

My staterient here is to focus. attention on andther critical need, I refeg to
the need for ‘a quantity of readily awvailable infofmation which will help us to
materially imptove the effectiveness 6f our total uy¥ban effort. I, therefore, wish
to discuss title IV of H.R. 12046 which authori jes grants for urban informa-
tion centers. : |

Congress has made available an array of tools ith which a variety of respon-
sible agencies may' attack the ills of our.cities. Uhlike a good surgeon, however,
we have too f-re&l@nﬂy been compelled to operate Without an adequate diagnosis
of those ills. ‘ehave. of necessity had to presdribe remedies which have ho

i r failure. Too often we ar tékally unaware of the side

We have toleérated too regdily the errors of our-experi-
mentation—the sodial as well as the economic. costs of those-errors,. :. . . |

This committee now has before it the most compaehensive approach to treating
the sick areas of olr: cities éver préposed. In col plete honesty, we need to.ask
ourselves if we possess the skill to. utilize the exigting and the new. tools in the
most effective way, With su¢h a massive approgch the results can be monu-
ments' to the vision and perceptiveness of all those involved in this great coopera-
tive venture. It could also be an economic, gecialy. and political disaster which
could set back the revitalization of our urban. c Hters and the improvement lof
urban life for millions of our citizens for generations. .

I would not for a Yawn or that
we hesitate in our $triving to : tnr Lhe problems
are too great and- 8 S .

. ) the legal and fiscal weapons
w ¢ y 8. with skill and the great
constructive resultsi The essential element is a grgutly incredsed level of avail-
ability of information regarding our urban center: 3-8 much more sophistica
analysis pf that information: and a vastly improved method of comparing suc-
cesses and failures in-applying the various weapons available to us. : |

As I Have reviewed the testimony received ‘by this ‘subcommittee beginniﬂg
with Secretary Weaver’s appearance on Februaryi 28, three dramatically con-
sistent themes thredd through the testimony. ) i |

First, the ills thiat plague our urban areas are e tremely complex and there-
fore the remedies'which must be applied are at least g5 complex. s,

Second, each remgdy we prescribe only. reveals s own inadeguacy and tﬂe
requirement for'additional methods of pvercoming t}e problem. R i

Third; while each! community has what appetrs Ito' be. similir ‘problems; thi
causes and: the remedies are not sufficiently the same |to make the use of a common
treatment acceptabld,




