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204 DEMONSTRATION CITIES AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

At my invitation as the president of the Nationa) League of Cities a meeting of
the NLC executive committee in Milwaukee was held together with representa-
tives of a number of major urban oriented um'ersﬁ:les The purpose of the
meetmg in June, 1965 was to explore the desirability and possibility of estabhﬁh-
ing a network of Ihrban observatorles cooperativeh ‘sponsored-by. the cities and
interested, qualiﬂed universities. H

The response was overwhelming. There was noldoubt as to the need. for %qch
a program. Those attending not only identified jthe points I have stated but
also went well beyond. The need to involye the bdst talent available in our uni-
versities in continuing. interdisciplinary research on urban problems and |of
feeding their thought-provoking analyses of newly ¢ ssembled data into the poh‘cy-
making ¢ircuit of local government should be ob ious.

The result of the Milwaukee conference was a uhanimously adopted resolutxon
calling for support of the approach by the Natmnal League of Cities and fur tlher
development of this program.

On their own initiative a number 6f mayors h ve proceeded to develop C1tv-
university planning teams as a prelude to formglizing the urban observatory
concept. - The inte est expressed by other cities 4nd universities is beyond all
expectation.

‘We. believe that ‘the urban information progra prov1ded for in this billlis
definitely a ‘move in the right direction. It clearly ecogmzes a need. It attaqks
the data compllatlon aspect of the problem.

Theé. bill, as drafted contains several weaknesg es which we would urge be
given careful cons1derat10n by this committee.

The bill is not clear as to whether the mformqtum centers will be perm1tted to
engage in the assembly of original data. The Secretary, in his testimony on thm
section notes’ that ‘this title would exclude propogals which .involve collectl Ll
original data. = This would be indeed unfortunate. i Considerable data on urban
areas are available and certainly shonld be asse ed and made more readil y
available.  ‘Where sufficient data are lacking, suchn?nformatlon centers should
urged to obtain thenp.

The prohibition ih section 404 (b) is unfortunatel stated. I Qlll‘mli(l that 11: is
intended-to prohlbm the use of data cen bers for pa. accountmg, for examp{
We would certainly concur.in-this, . On the other +it is frequently the daly-
to-day operation of ¢ity government, which bears dirpet relationship to the quality
for neighborhoods, the attitudes. of people.in blighted areas toward rehabilitation,
code enforcement, and other programs.to arrest deferioration. To limit the op-
eration 6f such centers to conceptual research would be to permit analysis of only
a-part of the total job. ;

I also want .to emphasize eoncern for the management of ‘the proposed cen-
ters. I would hope.that the bill. would be broad enpugh te permit the Secretagy
to, enter into agreements with a, variety of agents. ’In some States or metropoli-
tan areas-the logical sponsor, might be a metropol t;an ;gouncil of local govern-
ments, as the bill appears.to.contemplate, while in.o 5 it ight be a university,
or a_ State league 0@ municipalities. .- We a ults,-and the legislati n
should permit that institutional arrangement; whichlean produce the best results.
We. spec1ﬁca11y -recemmend. that . the . definition - netropolitan-area agency”
in section 407(3) beiamended by.adding before the semicolon at the end of line 11
after theywords “metropolitan area” the: words, “‘or.ah entire State”. 'This. would
definitely enable a:statewide organization. composed lof public officials representa
tive of cities or: counties, for example, to qualify as sponsors of urban informa-
tion centers either for a spec1ﬁc metropolitan area 9r for, general state'wide«uti-l-
ity or-both, :

T.believe that the language in part (B) of sect10n4407(3) would qualify, in re-
stricted circumstances, an urban observatory jointly.established by a city and a
university, but we recommend that:the language of #itle IV make clear that suc]

agency woild be.eligible. to. rex vive assistance as an urbap

Finally, we recominend that the 50-percent grfmt umtatlon in_section 404(a))
be changed to: 75 pereent, at least for the first 2 years,-which would then conforr
to.the grant; arrangéments avallable under title I-of the Higher Education Act
of 1965, :

LIt would be a weak effort, 1ndeed if, ygome assurdnce was not built into th1§ '
program for an -effective interehange ‘between the p]?oposed information centers.
There ‘should be a codrdination of input, an agreemént on certain areas of comk
mon investigation, interchange of ‘information on reséarch and analytical meth-
ods, and measures of results. It seems criminal to me that the extensive urba:

transportatlon studies carried on pursuant to the mandate of -Congress in the
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