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a most important beginning—it views ultimately all these programs as
working toward the goal of improvément of a physical environment
combined with! the promise ¢f 4 new life fbr its residents. - “
The adoption of the legislation before ug today should enable an.in-
teraction of ‘programs Wl%(:h’hfég been sadly lacking. We at the local
level, could sélect blighted sections as’demonstration areas in w ich
truly integrated programs could be mountdd for the first time. In the
President’s words, this effort must be “latge in scope, more compre-
hensive, more ¢concentrated than:any that-hasgone before.” oo
Physical renewal would emphasize rehabilitation and conservation,
the preservation and indeed reéjuvenation lof existing neighborhoods.
Demolition, as a tool, would: be 'used where existing structures lare
beyond repair. ' Housing would beé provided ‘within the financial reach
of those displated. ~ Space would be provided for schools, libraries,
parks and playgrounds, health cliriics, and pther community facilities.
This would be accompanied by intensive programs for social |re-
newal ; preschool programs for the very ypung; health assistance to
eliminate dietary deficiencies; welfare guidance aimed at:improved
housekeeping ‘and better budgeting; and,{most important, to those
who have been hampered, for one reason dr another, from attaining
meaningful employment. Here lies the capstone of the social renewal
effort and, for that matter, the entire prograin. The completion of new
buildings and facilities should be accompanied by the emergence of the
neighborhoods’ residents as self-supporting citizens able to sustain
their revitalized: neighborhood and to contr{buté constructively to the
growth of our sopiety. sl ! : \
The legislatioh, quite properly, places. the principal responsibility
for this:physical and social change on loc4l government. In doing
80, it provides an important stimulus' for improved coordination by
city governments. Recognizing that respondibility for'administration
of these programs is usually divided at thelo¢al level, the Président has
recommended that the demonstration should be managed in each
demonstration city by a single authority with adequate powers-to‘carry
out and coordinate all phases of the progran}.” We are now moving to
streamline the structure and’ operations of devernment in New Yor
City to enable us to meet this challenge. gL ' :
Experience has taught us some of the compléxities and problems of
large-scale Federal aid programs. Prografus for physical revitali-
zation, particularly urban renewal and publik housing, have too often
suffered from inadequate Federal funding hnd a:lack of long-term
financial commitment. Above all, lack of codrdination in administra-
tion at both Federal and local lévels has rediiced the impact that some
of the most farsighted programs might have attained. |
It is my hope that in launching this new gffort, the Congress will
make very effort to insure that difficulties Jef ddministration do not
handicap this program. At the same time, bpcause the success of the
demonstration cities program will depend on the effectiveness of the
numerous underlying programs, I hope thatjthe Congress will take
this opportunity to remove some of the modtigrievous impediments
from existing urban pregrams. My prineipgl reservations about the
proposed legislation will illustrate these concerns: - L e
" The President’s message -and budget call for $2.3 billion to be made
available over a 5-year period beginning in fiseal 1968. In fiscal 1967 )

{




