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Added to the :plreviogs'shortfacﬂl‘sﬁn the volume of new housing built
within the reach of mederate- and low-income families, this deficiency
has resulted in a: far-reaching imbalance in' America’s economic dé-
velopmentiini i i gl ; o ‘

Consider this performance “augésiﬁst B  facts of urban life
confronting usitodayst .. . ; ] : :

Our populationis growing by ‘a;{oo‘u‘t 215 mhillion or more per year.
And each year, hundreds of th?ﬂshnds of people move off the farms
and out of the rural areas, seékin honies and jobs in the cities.

From a largely rural country of fewer than 86 million people less
than 100 years ago; America is 1 ow anation of 19414 million. In the
past 20 years sincethe end ij‘i; rld:War II, the population grew by
55-million: 7+ e Dl U : ,

Approximately 70 percent Ef‘”all: Americans now live in 212 metro-
politan areas that occupy less than 10 percent of the surface of the
country. By 1985;0nly 20 years from now, the population is expected
to reach 250 million, and abq;.l‘t‘ 80/ percent will live in metropolitan
areas. | ‘ L el o

The rapid growth:of our inbre‘a;singl, “urban population has been
developing great pressures on | vailable fatilities. The cities have ex-
ploded into unplanned metrepolitan areas: with water shortages, air
and water pollution; and inadequate mass transit; as well as shortages
of schools, health-care faci}iqiééL recreational areas, and cultural
facilities. e IR ‘

The central cities have ineregsingly become:slum ghettos and decay-
ing areas ‘with concentrated P9 ulations of the poor, the elderly, and
minority groups.’ the spread of sprawling suburbs

and highways is gobbling up) m?hofas of:acres, with little, if any,
planning -for metropolitan z:d@av‘v de needs:

Close to 15 million:dwelling units-~most of them in urban areas—
are still substandard, With an annual residential construction rate
of only 114 million: units a yea —including the annual construction of
merely some: 80,000 low-cost:pliblic housing units—it is clear that the
Nation’s housing needs are not being met. . Moreover, the continuing
rapid growth of our urban p?ﬂul‘dtion in the next 20 years will require
millions of new: ing units, supplemented by improved and: ex-
] 1 ‘ : oblem :is-nderseored
by the developments-that are rig .= In the fiscal year 1967,
starting next July 1, according to-a ‘censusiestimate, basic population
factors shouldincrease the r el of household formation by 180,000.
This increase alone -calls. ‘f"(f)ﬁ 5| corresponding “increase in' housing
starts. A much greater stepsup-in stints:ismecessary not only to re-
dress the accumulated deficits of previous years,but also to make possi-
ble the rehousing of families living in slums and subgtandard homes
and. those doubled up in overcrowded tenements. This relates to the
fact that we have had a lag in Housing construction; and this has per-
he: Even this last January the 1,700,000

rate of 214 million housing: units a year

" right That is therunit -we' should

swehavea deficit O SRITER L S

T would like now to'turn‘to bk islation thefforé you, the
Demonstration Cities:Actof 1066. e o oSt rareisin b
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