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that you will find our-members vwery pleasant here this morning. . .And
they will certainly ext eoin‘tes thefr cani,
1f you desire to read your estu ony 1 fu 1, you may do so, and then
wewill ask you some puestions. . | | “
! o g

 STATEMENT OF HERBERT J. BINGHAM EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
o TZENNESSEE MﬁNlCIPAL LEAGUE i

Mr Bineram: To conserve the time of the eommwtee, 1 would. hke
to filemy written testimony and ‘s#mmamze itorally; o

Mzr. Bargrrr.: You may doso, || || '
. Mr. Binemam. I ‘want to testify on behalf of. the Tennessee
Municipal League; and also the ‘thonal League of Cities generally
1::)nlsup]eort of both the demonstration cities and the urban development

ills H
- I'can say truthfully, after 20\years of 'serviee to. mun1c1pa,11t1es
Tennessee in-their 1ntergovernmenq relations and:in seeing that they
have:capabilities to serve their people that two mere important and
significant pieces of legislation have neverbeen proposed.. .And if it is
enacted and properly admlmsteredl, you will degerve: the gratitude,
and you will have it, for generatmn#l ot urban Americans in.the future,

I particularly want to support the testimony of Mayor Cavanafrh

-of: Detroit. before your: comlmttee on behalf of the-National League of
Cltles and the U.S. Conference of Mayors, and especially the financial
revisions which he suggested ; that is toprovide more planning money
in the beginning by drawing on the urban:renewal planning money,
and: that you try to persuage the (A ppropriations. Cr(,)nnnlttees to let
you:provide a contract authomty device, so that the entire $2.3 billion
forsupplemental gra,nts to pay the local share can be contracted for;
and also the $4,296 million alutho‘pmtwn for mrban renewal. ¢an be

contracted for instead of provided on a biennial basis,

I think the President and | ecnetary ‘Weaver and the urban task
force we had recently—some of us| thought because it-didn’t have any
ity officials oniit, it might not roduce any good, but it did—it scored
triple A for coming up with a concept of a demonstration program ina
war-burdened economy when the funds are not available to carry out
:a ‘full-scale program to rebuild our damaged parts of our cities.

Tknow you have had some witnesses from our largest cities that have -
indicated that the funds are entirely too small. But we have been
waiting:in line 16 yearsto carky out-urban renewal projects; and 15
years to get an interstate. highwa’y program built, and-we can stand
in-line on & demonstratwn basis on this great new program Whlch lms
been proposed dn this-bill. | |

One problem is the method of selection. It has been suggested that
there be a competition; or that/ ‘those most, acute situations be selected ;
or first-come; grst served be wthe basis of selecting the demonstration
«cities. L]

Mr. Chairman, I thmk there i is even a better plan.. We dare not
deny this program to all of urban\Amemca, where these problems ex1st
or you will never pass your bill. That is No. 1.

And secondly, we Want deOgraplllc distribution, and large and small
«c1t1es P




