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that they! have, no matter what the $ize of it, they will find a ready
helper in Elmer George and hisstaff. | ?
o I am happy to welcome him:again before our committee.
Mr. BARRETT. lip];a,nk you, Mr. Stephens. |
And Mr. George, we certainly are iglad to have you here ‘today.
I understand you have a very complete statement, but you have
about seven pages that you desire to 1éad, and the other part you are

interested in putting in the record ¢ { \

STATEMENT OF W. ELMER GEORGE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
. GEORGIA MUNICIPAIL ASSOCIATION

Mr. Geokee. Mr. Chairman, that isitrue, ~And I recognize that it
is getting close to lunch time. And we will follow whatever sugges-
tion you might offer. i AR A ' g

Mr. Barrerr. We certainly want to:extend every courtesy fto you.
So if you desire to put part-of it in 4he record and read your first
seven pages, you may do so." 'We will Want to ask you a few questions
and I am quite sure they will'be short. P ik |

Mr. Grorge. Thank you. T can asstite you that all ‘this won’t be
read. It is mostly attachments for copsideration by the committee,
as you might want to do so. i SR e "

Mr. Barrerr. Do you desire to putthat partinthe record? = | -

Mr. Grorer. T would like to put that first part in the record, and
the attachments. And wheén T get to them T will suggest that those
be put into the record, unless there is some questions on them, we will
just file them. . v i

Mr. Barretr., Without objection it is sd ordered. :You may continue.

Mr. Grorge. Mr. Chairman and gentldgmen of the committee, I want
to express my position and those of the municipalities'that I represent
for the privilege of appearing beforé ygu. - We do think that'this is
an importantmatter, and one that deserves considerable consideration.
'We do know! that there are a lot of prpblems and a Yot -of reserva-
tions about this type of legislation, becaude it is unique. ‘But we think
it deserves the most serious consideration. And what we would like
to'do in this statement, with the indulgehce of the committee, rather
than touch upon a lot of details in the aet itself, and a lot of details
in relation to sorne of the speeific proj t the local level, I would
like to touch just briefly on some of thd ‘causes that we think have
been responsible, or for this matter, on urbjn blight, or urban problems
that get so monumental to a point wherd T think they have reached
the proportion|of being a national crisis. S !

With that in mind, 1f it is permissiblé §o procéed along those lines,
I would like tb say that I not only repregent the Georgia Municipal
Association, biit I am appearing here ‘as & representative of the Na-
tional League of Cities. I guess I am the ranking member of the
resolutions committee of 'the National League of Cities, and T am
currently the secretary of the community facilities committee of that
national organization. So I have workell in these areas of urban
problems with many city officials over th¢ country for a number of

ears. ‘ T o
7 Second to ouf national defense and our ipternational commitments,
the plight of our cities presents our largept national problem. The
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