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5 percent of the total land area of the ci v 'The total cost of these 16 projects is

expected to reach nearly $130 million. | :fore than 3,000 families and individuals

have-been relocated from the first 5 prdjects as well‘as nearly 300 businesses. It

is anticipated; that an additional 1,400 fam:lhes will be relocated over the next

131 to 5'years. ' Nearly all of those families relocated were moved into safe; decent
ousing. |

Atlanta has recently: undertaken a'/fa reachmg commumty rénewal program
under-the provision-of the National H g Act.. ‘Out of this broad program
have come (1) recommendations for i ovmg administrative ‘procedures with
particular referénce to-turban developmentw as well ‘a8 other cxty activities, and
(2) the establishment. of a comprehenslve data ‘bank in which i stored -a ‘mass
of 1mportant and accurate.data:on which future decisions can be made and plans
l1aid. " With the-aid of thig’storehouse of data the ‘conimunity renewal ‘program
will identify and delineate the ¢ity’ S slum areas and-the scope of the slum and
poverty problém ‘within the city.  Redommendations for attacking the problem
will be developed with long-range plans |for: implementing these recommenda~
tions. "“The scope ‘of  these investigatiens and recommendations is not. confined
to housing problems alone, but mclude ‘economlc, social, and-educational problems
as well. The CRP is truly chartlna th ‘eourse for the elimination of blight and
poverty in Atlanta.

A number of-other admmlstratwe changes have already been implemented
to enable’ the: city to more effectively cope with the ever-increasing demands
placed on urban centers. The clty’s; cgpital budgeting procedures have been
recently strengthened. " Mote emphagis as ‘Well as personnel have been placed
on - Jong-range - planning. | The citys ieode erforcement 'program: has been
strendthened through consohdatlon, (o) mspeetlon services and additional person-
nel.

Another important step has: recen y been taken to help in solving local urban
problems on a metropolitan- basis| with' the establishm‘ent of the Metropolitan
Atlanta Council of Local Government, ||

Despite the progressive attitude and prowresswe measures taken by the elty
to cope with its problems, we are‘falling behind. ~'We face a dilemma which is
common to nearly all major Amerif an| cities.’ Our needs are outstripping our
resources to cope with these needs

Many recently completed répor point out ‘the‘eritical needs of Atlanta and
its metropolitan region. | The 1960 Federal census showed that there were 85,000
-8ubstandard dwelling units within anta’s limits, This represents 28 percent
of all dwelling units in/ thecit; preliminary planning report produced for
the community renewal program indicates that since the 1960 census, structural
conditions have rapidly degenerated within a large swath of land generally run-
ning through the center of the city. 'The blighted areas identified by the report
cover approximately 69 square miles or loughly 54 percent of the city of Atlanta.

Another CRP report on the city’s administrative eapabilities points out several
areas in which changes should be made to enable the'city to more effectively cope
with the many ‘demands being | placed on: it for ‘more and improved services;
including a-proposed department of community development into which would
be channeled all responsmxhnes of the city government; related to urban develop-
ment; ‘conservation; and reédevelopment. Thm report also recommends that the
management responsibilities of the mayor be strengthened in order to more effec-
tively coordinate the eity’s various programs.

Still ‘another préliminary CRP| report on soclal blight and its causes presents
the results of an intensive study of/the residents of one of Atlanta’s slum .areas
which-included extensive: partlelpatxon by the area residents. This report very
clearly identifies the problems of ‘these residents as (1) a lack of recreational
facilities ; (2) poor housing; (3) inddequate child care; (4) school absenteeism;
(5) low income; (6) illiteracy); (() poor home-management; (8) fajlure to
obtain legal rights; (9): poor health care; (10) alcoholism; and (11) inadequate
physical care of the eldelly Many recommendations for correcting these prob-
lems'will be included in the final report on this subject.

Réports of the Atlanta Commi 1dn'on Crime and Juvenile Delinquency indicate
that a 10-year statistical stud crime in-the Atlanta area demonstrates that
our crime rate has exceeded our growth in population by 15 times. This report
points out certain problems in poh(e protection including inadequate manpower,
madequate pay scales, and the| laek of the most modern police -equipment,  The
commission recommends that! Atlanta double its‘annual financial support of its
police department. 'This same ¢om1n1ss1on recommends that the operating budget




