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GEORGIA MUNIGIPAL ASSOCIATION,
Atlanta; Ga., January 23, 1961.

the U.S, Oongress passed Sénate bill
; 1 .edey ‘blll was vetoed by President Eigen-
er, as werea number of other bllls.

The Executive Committee. of the! Geor'*la Mumclpal Association, last year,
authorized support of S, 722 but nojaction wag taken when it was found that
the Georgia delegation haql no rea ntiment for the act, for one reason oOr
another. Too, we discussed:S. 722‘ th aids to Governor Vandiver and the
director of the State department, of cohnierce.

In June 1959, Mayor Ch#rles A, (DoWan of Cartersvllle, Mavor Frank Tigner
of LaGrange, and then Mayor Glenn TBryant of Griffin, togéther with other offi-
cials from Georgia, attended eetin‘ ‘Washintgon, during which representa-
tives of a congressional conmim ttee cluding Congressman Albert Rains, of
Alabama, explained. 22/ to repres tives of ‘14 southern area States. Since
provisionsiof 8, 722 & orized one-haltiof the propésed appropriations for rural-
sthall urban‘areas, the general co sensus was that it ‘was a good bill for the
South, . Attached is resolution unanimohsly adopted at this June 12-13, 1959,
meetm

For laek of time to test out reachd)n to the Area Redevelopment Act over 'rhe
country ‘and since we were busy trying to pass our constitutional amendment, no
action to support 8. 722.was taken by the municipal association at that time.

On December 1960. ring; the annual congress of the American Municipal
Association; in'New York| Qity, a res lution was adopted to support an Area Re-
development Act, patterned. : S fthe bill vetoed. by President Eisenhower,
The entire Georgla deleg‘amon includ yourself and a quorum of the Hxecutive
Committee of the Geongia Municip: Absomatwn, voted for the resolution.

When President: John: F. Kennedy klcked off his ‘campaign, last year, he did
80.in West Virginia, one.of the mogst| economically distressed areas of :the Nation.
President Kennedy; -at that time; fcdmmitted himself to:.an Area Redevelopment
Act to help. distressed areas. . Theissue became one of the principal planks in
the platforms.-of both the Democratic and Republican Parties.

JUpon. his election, President K edy immediately appointed a committee to
prepare; an - Area Redevelopment, Act and hold public hearings. Mr. Herbert
Bingham, extcutive director of Tennessee League of Municipalities became
a member of- the task force to evaluate the need for assistance to distressed
areas; providing us with: a southem‘ representative to assist in developing the
new act, Senate bill 1.

Last. week, .1 received a hurméd eall from . Mr. Bingham, in Washington,
D.C., who. was very: concerned thai; the Senate committee seemed inclined
to remow*e from. the. new. Area. Reﬂevelop\ment Act the provisions which ‘would "
appropriate one-half: the appropriations to ruralssmall urban distressed: areas
and requested -that I fly to Washington, immediately to testify as to need to
assist the rural cotinties and small towns of Georgia. After attempting to get
a_representative  of the- State gbvernment to:go with me and, failing, I.caught
the first. plane:to Washington. = | 1

On the way to Washington, I Worked up a general brief which was filed with
 the Senate Committee on Banking and Cmrency, as soon as I arrived. A copy

of this brief is attached for your, mformatlon.
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