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Georgia Tech’s industrial development Wranch, the State department of educa-
tion, the Georgia Power Co.'s areas development division, and various units
of the University of Georgia participated “‘ir“l‘ he study. The Georgia Municipal
Association and the Association of County (ommissioners of Georgia acted as
sponsors ‘with the Senhate Government. ' Operations ‘Committee serving  as
coordinator. ‘ e o

It was found that a critical need exists/for early action to assist hard-pressed
counties in. their search for new sources ofincome. More than 42 percent of
the State’s counties—a total of 68‘—-—37‘('39&1:11 y. lost manufacturing employment
between 1947 and 1958. ~An additional 19 gaiped less than 100 new manufactur-
ing employees-during the:same jpericyd,’-makih“g*‘a"tota-lof-ﬁ&*percent of our-counties
which we consider.to be greatly in need of new.industrial payrolls. .

It is our considered opinion that unleds the recommendations enumerated below
are impleniented at the edrliest possible tine ‘that*within 5 years a number of
counties:will have suffered.such great population and other losses that it will be
virtually impossible for them ever to rebuild their economies,

With these sobering:facts before us, we ui-gently recommend that the following
steps be taken o | F e o

1. The limited amount of regearch ngw|being done on the auditing and analysis
of the State’s industrial potentials sholild bfé rapidly increased by expanding the
industrial development regéarch progr ;n# ofl Georgia Tech’s Engineering Experi-
ment Station. - Also, .thé  various units of ‘the" University of Georgia which
naturally lend:themselyes: to . economic| development should be evaluated. and
research programs strengthened wheiﬂ‘e“ necessary -in order that full practical
advantage may be taken of theipeculiari and valuable services offered by the
university system of Georgia. | = | pEp

2. A statewide industrial extension| service should be established in conjunc
tion with Georgia Tech’s industrial development.research program to provide to
local industrial development:or‘ganiza‘tians ‘“che same breadth of technical assist-
ance and research long available to Georgia’s farmers and to organizations con-
cerned with ‘agrieultural developm “I‘t‘( ig further recommended that such
an industrial extension service ecan. best be implemented through the establish-
ment of a statewide network of field d)ﬁic'eswor branch stations'of the engineering
experiment. station, as-authorized by, house bill 745 passed unanimously during
the 1960 session of the'general assembly. || .

8. Industrial arts training programs éhomld be expanded as rapidly as possible
to make such training available throughout the State. Industrial education and
area industrial vocational facilities $‘h‘01‘ilfd also be provided on a broader basis
in  order to insure that our| young pgo,ble lare better prepared for the ‘monfarm
Jjobs which niow provide the vast majority of new job opportunities.

4. The advertising and promotional program of the department of commerce
should be expanded, both:to str‘engfhén lpromotional activities concerned with
the State as a whole as-wel}l as to make it possible‘"for the department to provide
support and technical assistance to local [development agencies in their promo-
tional programs. It is further reéoimhended that the department of commerce
be put on a basis to 'insure that the very best professional personnel will be
attracted to the department and will jbe kept through succeeding State admin-
istrations in order that adequate rprbg}rams may be properly developed and per-
“ petuated in the most progressive manner, “

Only through such bold steps ‘do we feel ‘that it will be possible to meet the
needs: of the many counties in Geq‘)‘rgia‘ /which are economically hard pressed
and have an urgent need for new: paytolls: |

Project progress: hds just begun and this is a preliminary report, only. For
the project to be fully successful it!must be carried on year after year in each
of the participating counties, until all of Jtheir resources and economic potential
have been audited aund- a| blueprint “fo‘r‘ progressive development is complete.
‘Once the blueprint is-complete, there must be a continuing effort on the part of
the local people to carry it out to the mog‘t fruitful conclusion with the assistance
of the agencies. o b




