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402  DEMONSTRATION CITIES AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Bagrerr. T have just one short}question here that I would like
to ask you.| : o

I want to thank you for your very fihe statemnt here this afternoon.
Anyone coming from Atlanta is alwayys welcome here. We do have
some very fine members from your very great State. Charlie is one
of our most knowledgeable tiembers onithe full Banking and Currency
Commit i
t want to ask you one or twad questions on mass transporta-
tion, and when he desires we will give that opportunity. ‘\

First, I do want to thank you on béhalf of the subcommittee for
your excelldnt and informative statemént. I would like to ask ou
the same question that I asked Mayors avanaﬁ ~and Lindsay earlier
this week. Some people seem to have théfear that the Federal coordi-
nator which the bill would set up for each demonstration city program
would be some sort of a Federal dictator or czar. Of course, I do
not think this is so. And I do think the Hill makes this very clear, that
they should hot have any fears of a dicatorial power by this coordi-
nator.” I weuld like toask you two questions: First, would the peo-

le who have such fears feel better, do you think, if we renamed the
ederal coordinator or the Federal official as a local coordinator rather
than a Federal coordinator? ‘ ‘:

And second, do you think 'the idea of making the services of a
coordinator optional to the participating pities would be more accept-
able in Atlanta, or any city if they had-fhe opportunity to indicate
who they think would be the most effective person to work between
their respective city and Washington ? ) \

Mr. Bennerr. With respect to the first question, of course, I would
think that any fear of a coordinator becoring anything like a dicta-
tor would be ridiculous. But there are people who speak against Fed-
eral aid for fear of having some strings attached. E‘or that reason, I
would emphasize the Worg “local” in the title somehow. |

Now, the question of whether or not it should be mandatory is one
that is very interesting. It seems to me that all metropolitan areas
need much mord information #nd much mofe-coordination in Federal

rograms than we have had up.to now. - veat the city and State
evels discussed seriously setting up such a jpb ourselves. But I think
it would be better if the Federal Governthent did it, and I would
assume for political reasons it might be mdre expedient to have the
provisions of the:bill provide for an optional.local choice. \

Mr. Bargrerr. Thank you very much.

Mr. Weltner, would you like to ask any questions ? |

Mr. WeLrNEr. Mr. Chairman, if time permits, I have a few ques-
tions. But I would defer to the members of the subcommittee. }

Mr. Barrerr. 1 am sure they will give ydu a chance to ask your
questions. \ - ‘:

Mr. Werrner. I do have some questions I would like to ask the
witness. |

Mr. Bennett, thank you for your usual condise and clear statement.
I wag interested in two points. You have submitted to the Office of|
Transportation a $1.1 million request under sdction 702. And as you|
have stated, that request has not materialized because of lack of funds. |
I would like to know whether or not, consistent! with sound procedures |
and with the conservation of money and resourdes, it would be possible |




