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are also the retreat for business and industiry—I hear they are courting even
more of it, inithe interests of sound economic planfiing. "Of course, they want the
best kind—regearch and development and other activites that do not corrupt the
air or the streams and that, by and large, e iploy “the bettér people.”

By this process, the central cities-are lefti'with a poverty of leadership and
of income at the same time that:they are given. greater and more difficult socio-
economic problems to face. The new towns will help to reverse this process only
if we are tough minded about developing them—and I doubt that many,w or per-
haps any, can or will be that tough. -

Certainly, new towns will take mmoutles~—the “good people” among the
minorities. 'l‘hey will take the middle class dr the asplrmw middle class—those
who are or intend.their children to be profegsionals in the community.; Thus,
they will furt er rob the minority communitids of central city of the Ieaderqhxp
they so badly ineed.

What new town is going to imstall a planhed slum—an essential transmon
quarter for integrating the lowest income people into the community? How can
any new town resist the dollar advantage of appeals to exclusiveness th‘at now
make their real estate advertisements in mettopolitan dailies read like a guide
to advancement in social class and social strycture? What new town will ask
for its fair share of the dregs of human society—the despised poor, the huddled
masses, the criminals and the delinquents who populate the worst sections of
central cities ‘and constitute their greatest problems? Frankly, I doubt-that
many or any will. v ‘

The -only hope that new towns may: be. sig *iﬁeant for and help to do‘ some-
thing about the problems of the central city isjin new town development ‘by the
central cities themselves. This is a possibilityj for which Mr. Gladstone made a
rather persuasive case. I think itcould be made more strongly and hope we will
get back to it-—perhaps to talk about: a. specific possibility in Oakland, \Calif.,
known as.Oakland East. However, even this}possibility will present: prbblems
unless the leaders of the city are willing to acdept the fundamental responsibili-
ties involved-in planning these new communitids in relation to central cityl needs
and problems and engage, not just in planningy but in large amounts of control
to make sure that the plans work out the rwav they were intended. |

The new towns will at best be irrelevant and at worst a negative influence so
far as the central city’s problems are concerned. - They will become another way
of turning away. from those problems, ultimately to the detriment of us 4ll, in-
cluding the new towns, themselves. After-all} the only reason the new towns
can-have it as good as they seem to be able to,}is that the cities have it:so bad.
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After the statement by Mr. Stover, even though I do have the most formal
downtown 1dentity here, I feel moved to defend the suburbs. My problem is that
I don’t live in the suburbs. I do happen to live in an urban renewal area, sf;ecxﬁ-
cally in the Southwest urban renewal area in Washington.

Now, I like central city living. I think one:of the problems that follows from
some of Mr. Stover’s remarks is that, if the centpal cities are, indeed, made more
livable, as Southwest has proved, so many peopl¢ will want to live in the lipited
central city ared, that I won’t be able to afford to live there anymore and ru
have to go to the suburbs.

I do not have & formal presentation, becanse gt the last minute I was a*:kbd to
comment as weld as to report. 8o let me run fhrough a list of things I have
written down in reaction to some of the remarks you’ve heard and also in exten-
sion to some of. the ideas that were lntroduced e%pecmllv the one th‘lf\BOb
Gladqtone cited and that Mr. Stover ended on, which is the if-you-ca
’em-join-'em idea for getting the central city tp have some responsi y
developing new communities to try to solve some of the problems of urban life.
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First of all, as a reaction, a semantic problenp cropped up. I diseovered we
are talking:about “new communities” rather than *‘new towns.” This implies to
me that we are hot talking about independent political units but sort of \v‘vell-




